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welcome to 
the RUB Connection
Dear Readers,

Welcome to the eighth issue of the RUB Connection, a biannual news-

letter of the Royal University of Bhutan. Excellence in teaching, re-

search, service, and community engagement within the overarching 

vision of gross national happiness (GNH) is the primary goal of RUB. 

This is a special issue of the RUB Connection, dedicated to the 60th 

Birth Anniversary of His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo. This year, 

the colleges and the community came together to celebrate the royal 

anniversary by building meaningful landmarks and strengthening the 

culture of arts and literature across the country. RUB conducted the 

ÀUVW�XQLYHUVLW\�ZLGH� VSRUWV� FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZDV� YHU\�SRSXODU� DQG�
well represented. New academic programmes, including two new Mas-

ters level degree programmes have been introduced in our colleges, 

ZKLFK�ZLOO�DŲHFW�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RXU�\RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DQG�RXU�VRFLHW\�
as a whole. In the domain of research, there is increasing evidence of 

faculty interest in action based studies and a fast growing awareness of 

the need to disseminate the new knowledge for social good.

The students, faculty and management of the Royal University would 

OLNH�WR�MRLQ�WKH�QDWLRQ�LQ�RŲHULQJ�RXU�GHHSHVW�JUDWLWXGH�WR�RXU�EHORYHG�
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck for his dynamic leadership, love 

DQG�VHOÁHVV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�

As we work towards reaching new heights, the RUB connection will 

continue to bring you the latest news on teaching and learning, re-

search and innovation, services, and community engagements. 

With best wishes

Nidup Dorji

Vice Chancellor
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A biannual newsletter of the 
Royal University of Bhutan
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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the ninth issue of the RUB Connection, a biannual 
newsletter of the Royal University of Bhutan. Excellence in 
teaching, research, service and community engagement within 
the overarching vision of an internationally recognized university 
steeped in GNH values.
This semester, faculty and students took the opportunity to visit 
different countries such as Japan, Cambodia, Poland and USA 
for their programme related activities, to take part in competition 
and for student exchange programmes. The University is also 
expanding our services to the community by offering tailor-
made programmes to professionals in various agencies. The 
University is also conducting various out of the textbook activities 
to enhance their teaching and learning such as summer schools, 
conferences, seminars and symposiums.  A series of research 
capacity building were conducted which resulted in national 
and international research collaborations.
Finally the students, faculty and management of the Royal 
University of Bhutan would like to join the Nation in offering 
our heartfelt felicitations and prayers to His Majesty the King 
and Her Majesty the Gyaltsuen on the Royal Birth of His Royal 
Highness Gyalsey Jigme Namgyel Wangchuck, the heir to the 
Golden Throne.
As we work towards researching new heights, the RUB 
Connection will continue to bring you the latest news on teaching 
and learning, research and innovation, services, community 
engagements.

With best wishes,

Nidup Dorji
Vice Chancellor

Editorial team
  Managing Editor
    Director General, DREF, OVE

  News Coordinator
     Sonam Wangmo, DRER, OVC

Layout concept and design
����<Dd��WƌŝŶƟŶŐ�WƌĞƐƐ

Advisor
    Nidup Dorji

    Vice Chancellor
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WHATS NEW

&HUWLÀFDWH�&RXUVH�RQ�6RFLDO�3ROLF\
20th January 2016,  Sherubtse 
College and the Institute for 
Gross National Happiness Studies 
(iGNHaS), in collaboration with 
UNICEF and Jindal School of 
Government Public Policy, New 
Delhi launched a Fifteen day  
&HUWL¿FDWH�&RXUVH�RQ�6RFLDO�3ROLF\�

The programme was delivered by 
Sherubtse College with technical 
assistance from the Jindal School 
of Government and Public Policy 
(JSGP), New Delhi and UNICEF, 
Bhutan, in both the design and 
GHOLYHU\�RI�WKH�FRXUVH���

The partnership between 
RUB-UNICEF-JSGP aims at 

Transformative Leadership at all 
levels to design and implement 
effective and evidence based policy 
PDNLQJ�IRU�SRVLWLYH�FKDQJH��%KXWDQ�
is in the transition to Middle Income 
Country in few years to come and 
with a strong commitment towards 
SDGs thus the course becomes even 
PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WR� HQVXUH� VSHFL¿F�
IRFXV�RQ�HTXLW\�DQG�HI¿FLHQW�VHUYLFH�
delivery for children, women and 
YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ��

Eleven Members of Parliament, 
10 Chief/Deputy Chief Planning 
2I¿FHU� RI� WKH� 0LQLVWULHV�� DQG�
Directors of CSOs were enrolled in 
WKH�¿UVW�EDWFK�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�

This course aims at equipping 
professionals/parliamentarian/
Civil Society Organizations with 
a range of analytical, management 
and problem solving skills on 
policy formulation, enactment 
and effective implementation that 
in the best interests of women, 
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKH�SRRU��,W�DOVR�DLPV�DW�
understanding the emerging critique 
of the gap between policy making 
and the ground realities including 
live case studies on   policy issues 
LQ�%KXWDQ�

It is expected that the program will 
continue annually with hope to 
upgrade the course to diploma or 

KLJKHU�GHJUHH�LQ�IXWXUH�

-1(&�VLJQV�0R8�ZLWK�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�'HYHORSPHQW�
%RDUG

On 1st March, 2016, a memorandum 
of understanding(MoU) was signed 
between Jigme Namgyel Engineering 
College(JNEC) and Construction 
'HYHORSPHQW�%RDUG�&'%���7KLPSKX�

The main objectives of the MoU is to 
promote cooperation and exchange of 
H[SHUWLVH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� DJHQFLHV��
As per the MoU, CDB desires to 
collaborate with JNEC in enhancing 
the quality and professionalism of 
contractors whereas JNEC agrees 
to collaborate with CDB to provide 
HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�VHUYLFHV�
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WHATS NEW

6KHV�5LJ�3$*(6�/DXQFKHG

On 30th March 2016, Shes-Rig PAGES – the 
biannual newsletter of Samtse College of 
(GXFDWLRQ�ZDV�ODXQFKHG��6KHV�5LJ�3$*(6�LV�D�
tribute to our beloved Third King Jigme Dorji 
:DQJFKXN�

'U�.DUPD�8WKD��6KHV�5LJ�3$*(6�FRRUGLQDWRU��
shared a brief history of how the newsletter 
idea was conceived, team formation, themes 
VHOHFWLRQ� DQG� TXDOLW\� DVVXUDQFH� SURFHVVHV�� 'U��
Dorji Thinley, Director of the college, read out 
the ‘Welcome’ note followed by Karma Gayphel 
and KezangChoden, lecturers of the college, and 
Sangay Dema, student, reading out an excerpt 
HDFK�IURP�WKH�QHZVOHWWHU�

The newsletter covers eight themes namely Learning & Teaching, Campus Life & Experience, Research Initiatives, 
Events, People Infocus, Body-Mind Harmony, Kalapinka – The Voice, and Our $OXPQL�$�FRS\�RI�QHZVOHWWHU�ZDV�
GLVWULEXWHG�WR�DOO�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWDII�RI�WKH�FROOHJH��&RSLHV�ZHUH�GLVWULEXWHG�WR�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV��LQVWLWXWHV�DQG�UHOHYDQW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DOVR�
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ADVANCEMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

+DQGV�RQ�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�&RPSXWHU�6FLHQFH�VWXGHQWV
The School of Mathematics and 
Computer Science at Sherubtse College 
conducted a series workshop for the 
FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH�VWXGHQWV�

“The main reason behind conducting 
this workshop is to enhance the skills 
of graduating students by providing 
hands-on training,” said Professor 
%DODPXUXJDQ��

On 14th -15th  May 2016, Basic network 
administration workshop was organized 
where  students were introduced to 
basic networking, basic cisco command 
	�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ��YODQ�� DDPSOH�QHWZRUN�
and IP addressing, network monitoring 
tools such as LibreNMS, Rancid and 
6PRNHSLQJ��7KH� VHFRQG�GD\�FRQWLQXHG�
with training on cable crimping and cable testing, cabling and cabling 

VSHFL¿FDWLRQ��EDVLF�RQ�¿EUH�RSWLF��DQG�DQ�
overview of Sherubtse network design 
ZLWK�D�QHWZRUN�FDPSXV�WRXU�

0U�� &KLPL� 'RUML� DQG� 0U�� 5LQ]LQ�
3KXQWVKR��,&7�2I¿FHUV�RI�6KHUXEWVH��
UHVRXUFHG�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�

In continuation, the School 
of Mathematics and 
Computer Science at 

Sherubtse conducted a network trouble shooting 
and hardware maintenance workshop for third 
year Computer Science students on 30th April – 
�VW�0D\��������

“We expect more of such practical workshop or 
activities to be carried out to enhance the skills of 
the students besides reading the textbook,” said 
RQH�RI�WKH�WKLUG�\HDU�VWXGHQWV�

0U�� 9LMD\� .XPDU�� D� /HFWXUHU� RI� 3K\VLFV� 'HSDUWPHQW��

UHVRXUFHG�WKH�ZRUNVKRS��7KH�FROOHJH�IXQGHG�WKH�ZRUNVKRS��

The Head of the Department and the third year students 

acknowledged the college management for the successful 

SURJUDPPH�
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During the spring semester of 2016, as part of their module (Applied 
VLOYLFXOWXUH��� %6F�� )RUHVWU\� �1HVWHG�� � RI� &ROOHJH� RI� 1DWXUDO� 5HVRXUFHV�
FDUULHG�RXW�IRUHVW�SODQWDWLRQ�VXUYH\�IRU�D�ZHHN��8QGHU�WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI�WKH�
PRGXOH�WXWRU��VWXGHQWV�FKRVH�WR�VXUYH\�FROOHJH�FDPSXV�

The module provides theoretical 
background and practical skills on 
tending and thinning of trees and also 
application of different silvicultural 
V\VWHPV�� ,W� DOVR� RIIHUV� NQRZOHGJH� RQ�
silvicultural characteristics of selected 
VSHFLHV� RI� %KXWDQ�� 7KH� PRGXOH�
provides students with the knowledge 

ADVANCEMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

)RUHVW�3ODQWDWLRQ�6XUYH\�E\�%�6F��)RUHVWU\��1HVWHG�

3UDFWLFH�2ULHQWHG�$UHD�6WXGLHV�LQ�-DSDQ��

RESEARCH

and skills in operation and management 
RI�IRUHVWU\�QXUVHU\�DQG�SODQWDWLRQ�

The main purpose of the survey was 
WR�¿QG�RXW� WKH� DUHD�RI�SODQWDWLRQV� VLWH�
DQG� WR� GHFLGH� RQ� VSHFLHV� VHOHFWLRQ��
Plantation area survey to map as also 
conducted understand the plantation 
area, to estimate the number of seedling 
needed based on spacing and design, 
calculate perimeter to estimate fencing 
materials and cost and plantation cost 
HVWLPDWLRQ��

Three students accompanied by a faculty member from 
Sherubtse College visited Kyoto University for a practice-
oriented area studies on depopulation and rural development 
LQ�-DSDQ�IURP���WK�-DQXDU\�±��WK�)HEUXDU\��������$V�D�SDUW�
of academic exchange, the group visited Sasari (depopulated 
village) in Miyama and Simoseya (depopulated village) in 
0L\D]X�� .\RWR� 3UHIHFWXUH�� ,Q� WKHVH� YLOODJHV�� WKH\� KDG� WKH�
opportunity to observe the locality and interact with the 
ORFDO� SHRSOH�ZKLFK� HQDEOHG� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� WR� KDYH� D� ¿UVW�
hand experience on the problems faced by a depopulated 
FRPPXQLW\�� $V� SHU� WKHLU� REVHUYDWLRQ�� VRPH� RI� WKH� PDMRU�
problems faced were aging, abandonment of farming practices 
DQG�ODFN�RI�ODERXU�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFHV�

Students involved in the survey said that the activities has very useful as they  were made to see importance of 
SURWHFWLRQ��SODQWDWLRQ�DQG�HQULFKPHQW�RI�IRUHVW�FRYHUDJH�RI�RXU�QDWLRQ�
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While, the two weeks stay in Japan gave the Bhutanese 
participants a glimpse of Bhutan’s future given they 
follow the Japanese path of urbanized economic 
development approach; the Bhutanese participants in 
return provided the Japanese with a possibility to re-
vitalize their lives and societies based on Bhutan’s 
development philosophy of Gross National Happiness 
�*1+���7KH�WZR�ZHHNV�VWD\�LQ�-DSDQ�SURYHG�WR�EH�DQ�
intensive exchange of knowledge and implications 
between the two countries regarding the issues of 

GHSRSXODWLRQ� DQG� UXUDO� GHYHORSPHQW�� 7KLV� H[FKDQJH�
program also served as a platform for the participants to 
IRVWHU�SHUVRQDO�DQG�DFDGHPLF�UHODWLRQVKLS�

The MOU between Sherubtse College (SC) and 
Center for South East Asian Studies (CSEAS) was 
VLJQHG� LQ� ������ 6LQFH� WKHQ� LW� KDV� EHHQ� DQ� HQULFKLQJ�
collaboration and continues to be so with a batch of 
different participants from Sherubtse College getting 
WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW�-DSDQ�ELDQQXDOO\�

College of Language and Culture 
Studies observed Dzongkha 
Literature Day on 16th April 2016, 
FRLQFLGLQJ�ZLWK�=KDEGUXQJ�.XFKRH�

The festival was organized to 
celebrate the joyous occasion of the 
%LUWK�RI�+LV�+LJKQHVV� WKH�*\DOVH\��
The festival was also attributed to 
the 60th birth anniversary of His 
Majesty the fourth Druk Gyalpo, 
-LJPH� 6LQJ\H� :DQJFKXFN�� 0RVW�
importantly, it was dedicated to 
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal 

who lead the foundation and 
promoted literature in Bhutan, said 
the coordinator Dorji Gyeltshen, a 
']RQJNKD�OHFWXUHU�

More than 300 students took part 
LQ� ZULWLQJ� DUWLFOHV�� .LQJD� 1RUEX��
a second year student took the 
¿UVW� SUL]H�� 2QH� RI� WKH� FRPPLWWHH�
members Sonam Zangpo said that 
the main purpose of the festival 
was to “our preserve and promote 
ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH´��³7KLV�LV�WKH�
base of national etiquette, and also 

WKH�QDWLRQDO¶V�LGHQWLW\´��KH�DGGHG�

Also to mark the day, a 3 hours long 
GRFXPHQWDU\�¿OP�RQ�WKH�ELRJUDSK\�
of Zhabdrung Rinpoche was 
VFUHHQHG�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ��7KH�¿OP�LV�
packaged and promoted by second 
year students of Bhutan Himalayan 
Studies, coordinated by Lopen 
1JDZDQJ� 'RUML�� /HFWXUHU�� /DP�
Neten, Dasho Dzongda and other 
RI¿FLDOV�IURP�7URQJVD�DOVR�DWWHQGHG�
WKH�ODXQFK�RI�WKH�¿OP�

&/&6�FHOHEUDWHV�ÀUVW�']RQJNKD�/LWHUDWXUH�IHVWLYDO

3ROLWLFDO�6DWLUH�DW�6KHUXEWVH
The Department of Political Science and Sociology organized 
D�3ROLWLFDO�6DWLUH�RQ��WK�$SULO������

It was an inter-departmental competition with the objective 
to impart knowledge on politics and the role of the politicians 
DQG�WR�FULWLF�SROLWLFV�ZLWK�KXPRU��$�SROLWLFDO�VDWLUH�LV�D�SDUW�RI�
VDWLUH�WKDW�VSHFLDOL]HV�RQ�JDLQLQJ�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�IURP�SROLWLFV��
Political satire is humorous, ironic or sarcastic examination 
of the political area and is an attempt to expose absurdity and 
K\SRFULV\�LQ�SROLWLFV�

ADVANCEMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

“Political Satire is one of the newest introductions 
RI�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�FROOHJH�ZKLFK�ZDV�VWDUWHG�ODVW�\HDU��
The department plans to continue to conduct this 
event every year and, hopes to see more participants 
LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDUV�´�VDLG�WKH�FRRUGLQDWRU�

7KHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�DFWV��+LODULRXV�FRSWHU�WR�WKH�UHVFXH�
EDJJHG�WKH�¿UVW�SUL]H�RI�1X�������IROORZHG�E\�WKH�
,URQ\�EHKLQG�WKH�ODZ�ZLWK�D�FDVK�SUL]H�RI�1X��������
The act, Just imagine took the third prize with a 
FDVK�SUL]H�RI�1X�������
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::)�6FKRODUVKLS�DW�57&
The panel of judges was from Bhutan Broadcasting Service (Kanglung), Jampeling Higher Secondary School and 
IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(FRQRPLFV��6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH��7KH�SUL]HV�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�E\�WKH�$VVRFLDWH�3URIHVVRU��'U��
'ROO\�0HQRQ�

23rd Diploma Forestry trainees 
from College Natural Resources 
returned to the College after 
active participation during 
training the Community Forest 
Management(CF) Group Members 
in resources assessment and data 
collection from assigned CF area 
to formulate Community Forest 
Management Planning for new CF 
in Barshong Gewog under Tsirang 
']RQJNKDJ�� 7KLV� ZDV� FRRUGLQDWHG�

E\� 0U�� .LQOH\� 'RUML�� WKH� *HZRJ�
([WHQVLRQ� 6U�� 5DQJHU�� +H� ZDV�
accompanied by two lecturers from 
&ROOHJH� RI� 1DWXUDO� 5HVRXUFHV��0U��
<HVKH\� .KDQGR� DQG� 0U�� -DPED\�
from Forestry Department and three 
([WHQVLRQ� 6U�� 5DQJHUV��0U�6DQJD\��
from Mendrelgang Gewog, 
0U�� %LUNKD� %GU�� 0RQJDU� IURP�
7VLUDQJWRH� DQG� 0U�� 'RUML� 5LQFKHQ�
IURP�*RVHUOLQJ�*HZRJ�

The training was completed with 
a reliable Community Forest 
Management Plan and By Laws for 
WKH� UXUDO� EHQH¿WV� DQG� VXVWDLQDEOH�
forest management at the grassroot 
OHYHO�� &KXQ\HNKDQJ� *RQJSKHO�
Community Forest is expected 
WR� EHQH¿W� ��� KRXVHKROGV� RI� WKH�
remotest village of the Barshong 
*HZRJ�LQ�7VLUDQJ�

The Royal Thimphu College and 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
Bhutan signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on Thursday, 5 May, 
������ 7KLV� SDUWQHUVKLS� ZLOO� SURYLGH�
a total of 6 scholarships each year 
under two categories - 2 full and 4 
partial - will be provided for the 3 year 
BSc in Environmental Management 
SURJUDPPH� DW� 57&�� 2QH� RI� WKH� IXOO�
scholarships will be awarded under the 
Late Mingma Norbu Sherpa memorial 
VFKRODUVKLS�IXQG��

Field Excursion for Forestry Diploma Trainees

ADVANCEMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

WWF believes that investing in 
training and education is critical for 
ELRGLYHUVLW\�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��7KXV��IRU�
RYHU� WZR� GHFDGHV�� WKH� 5XVVHOO� (��
Train Education for Nature Program 
�()1��KDV�EHHQ�SURYLGLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�
support to proven and potential 
conservation leaders in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America to gain the skills 
and knowledge they need to address 
the conservation challenges in their 
KRPH� FRXQWULHV�� ()1� VXSSRUWV�
conservationists to pursue graduate 

studies, attend short-term training 
courses, and train local communities 
LQ�::)�SULRULW\�SODFHV�

Started in 1994 to honour the late 
5XVVHOO�(��7UDLQ��)RXQGHU��3UHVLGHQW��
DQG�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�ERDUG�RI�::)��
5XVVHOO� (�� 7UDLQ� ZDV� IRXQGHU� DQG�
Chairman Emeritus of the World 
:LOGOLIH�)XQG�

Each year, WWF supports 
committed conservationists from 
WDUJHW�FRXQWULHV� WR� UHFHLYH�¿QDQFLDO�

VXSSRUW� IRU� WKHLU� VWXGLHV� DQG� ¿HOG�
UHVHDUFK�� &RQVLGHULQJ� WKDW� %KXWDQ�
has rich biodiversity and strong 
conservation priorities, it is critical 
to encourage the youth of Bhutan 
who will play an important role in 
taking the country’s conservation 
HIIRUWV� WR� JUHDWHU� KHLJKWV�� 7KH�
::)� �� 5XVVHOO� (�� 7UDLQ� ()1�
Programme has come at a right time 
to provide the WWF Train Legacy 
Scholarships to nurture and train 
\RXQJ�%KXWDQHVH�
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7KH�SURJUDP�VWDUWHG�RQ�0D\���������WR�0D\�����������
7KH� *XS� RI� %DUVKRQJ� *HZRJ� 0U�� 6DQWDODO� 3RZGUHO�
on behalf of his people was indeed grateful to the 
College of Natural Resources for providing technically 
talented batch from 23rd Diploma Forestry who will be 
JUDGXDWLQJ� E\� LQ� -XQH� ������ 2Q� WKH� ¿QDO� GD\� DOO� WKH�
participants celebrated memorial dinner with Tashi 
/HNPRHQ�GHGLFDWHG� WR�0U��3KHQWR�7VKHULQJ�ZKR�LV� WKH�
new Director for Department of Forest & Park Services, 
0LQLVWU\�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�	�)RUHVWV�

ADVANCEMENTS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING

7UHHV�IRU�WKH�(DUWK�'HEDWH
On 22nd April 2016 Department of Geographical 
Society, Sherubtse College organized a 
departmental debate competition among the 
school of social sciences with the theme  Trees 
for the Earth. 

The debate topic was ‘Bhutan is preserving more 
WUHHV�WKDQ�LV�UHTXLUHG¶��³7KH�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�EHKLQG�
the competition was to celebrate the earth day,” 
VDLG�WKH�FRRUGLQDWRU�6RQDP�/HSFKD�

There were 11 participants divided into two 
JURXSV��IRU�WKH�PRWLRQ�DQG�DJDLQVW�WKH�PRWLRQ��7KH�
participant from department of Eco-Population, 
who spoke against the motion, received the best 
GHSDUWPHQW� DZDUG�� 'DZD� 3KXQWVKR� 6KHUSD�� D�
second semester student from Political Science 
DQG� 6RFLRORJ\� EDJJHG� WKH� FHUWL¿FDWH� RI� EHVW�
VSHDNHU��

$OO�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�WKH�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
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On 23rd�0DUFK�� ����� WKH� ¿QDO� \HDU� VWXGHQWV� RI� -LJPH�1DPJ\HO� (QJLQHHULQJ�&ROOHJH� DWWHQGHG� WKH� VHQVLWL]DWLRQ�
SURJUDPPH�RQ�PHGLD�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�OLWHUDF\��UHVRXUFHG�E\�WKH�IRXU�RI¿FLDOV�IURP�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�,QIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
0HGLD�XQGHU�0LQLVWU\�RI�,QIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�

Sensitization on media literacy began as a result 
of the study conducted on Media Impact in 2008 
where it was found that media literacy is important 
IRU�DOO�ZDONV�RI�OLIH��7KLV�ZDV�WR�EXLOG�EHWWHU�FLWL]HQ�
in democratic society, inspired by Gross National 

IN MOTION

0HGLD�	�,QIRUPDWLRQ�/LWHUDF\

+DSSLQHVV�� ,W�ZDV� DOVR� WR� EH� WKH� EHVW� FRQVXPHU�
DQG�EHVW�SURGXFHU�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

The programme was mainly to showcase the 21st 
century approach to educate in understanding the 
XVH�RI�PDVV�PHGLD��$OWKRXJK�WKH�DXGLHQFHV�DUH�RI�
engineering background yet the programme was 
IRXQG�DSSURSULDWH��7KH�DLP�RI�WKH�SURJUDPPH�ZDV�
to empower decision making and enhance good 
JRYHUQDQFH�

'HDQV�RI�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV�/HDUQV�%DVLF�&RXQVHOLQJ�
'HDQV�RI�6WXGHQW�$IIDLUV� �'6$��RI�&ROOHJHV�XQGHU�5R\DO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%KXWDQ��58%��DWWHQGHG�D�¿YH�GD\�%DVLF�
Counseling Skills workshop at Samtse College of Education (SCE) from 23rd to 27th�0D\�������

$V�GHHPHG�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�'6$¶V�WR�KDYH�EDVLF�FRXQVHOLQJ�VNLOOV��WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�9LFH�&KDQFHOORU��29&���58%�
DGYLVHG�6&(�WR�GHVLJQ�DQG�RIIHU�WKH�WUDLQLQJ��7KH�WUDLQLQJ�FRPSULVHG�RI�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�FRXQVHOLQJ��
SURFHVVHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�FRXQVHOLQJ��

7KURXJK�WKH�SURJUDPPH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�OHDUQ�RQ�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�SRVLWLYH�YDOXHV�IURP�PHGLD��0RUHRYHU�LW�ZDV�D�
SODWIRUP�LQ�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�DQDO\WLFDO�DQG�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�VNLOOV��7KLV�ZDV�DOVR�WR�SURPRWH�DFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
DQG�OLYH�LQ�DQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�±EDVHG�VRFLHW\�

Tenzin Jamtsho, DSA of the College of 
Language and Cultural Studies, Taktse, 
Trongsa, said that he is conceptually clear 
about what is counseling and gained some 
VNLOOV� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH� VWXGHQWV�� 6LPLODUO\��
Karma Kelzang Eudon, DSA, College of 
Science and Technology, Phuntsholing said, 
“I learned a lot through sharing of real time 
cases and would take back two basic steps of 
FRXQVHOLQJ�� L�H�� QRUPDOL]LQJ� DQG� YDOLGDWLQJ�
GXULQJ�VWXGHQW�LQWHUDFWLRQ´�
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Karma Gayphel, Lecturer in Counseling, one 
RI� WKH� IDFLOLWDWRUV� RI� WKH� WUDLQLQJ� UHÀHFWHG��
“It was a wonderful learning experience as 
it was for Deans who are not going to be 
IXOOWLPH�FRXQVHORUV´��+H�DGGHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKH�
¿UVW�RI� LWV�NLQG��DQG� WKHUHIRUH�� LW�FKDOOHQJHG�
WKH�IDFLOLWDWRUV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FRQWHQWV�DQG�VNLOOV�

7KH�WUDLQLQJ�ZDV�IXQGHG�E\�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�9LFH�
&KDQFHOORU��5R\DO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%KXWDQ�

A delegation of 7 students along with one supervisor from Jigme Namgyal Engineering College (JNEC) visited Japan 
on the invitation by the government of Japan from January 17th to 27th, 2016 under the “Japan-SAARC Network 
3URJUDPPH�RI�3HRSOH�WR�3HRSOH�([FKDQJH��-(1(6<6���8QLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�IURP�PHPEHU�FRXQWULHV�RI�6$$5&�DOVR�
SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKDW�VKRUW�WHUP�SURJUDPPH�

$�YLVLW�WR�-DSDQ�XQGHU�-(1(6<6�3URJUDPPH

The JENESYS Programme (Japan-East Asia Network of 
Exchange for Students and Youths) is a project advanced by 
the Japanese government from the standpoint of providing a 
sound foundation for strong solidarity within Asia through 
ODUJH�VFDOH�\RXWK�H[FKDQJH�

The Japan International Cooperation Center(JICE) is in 
charge of conducting the programme in cooperation with 
various local governments, schools, and international 
H[FKDQJH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�HDFK�DUHD�

The objectives of JENESYS are:

x� To promote mutual trust and understanding among the people of Japan and Asian countries 
x� To promote a global understanding of Japans society, history, diverse culture, politics and foreign policy 
x� To convey information on Japan and experience acquired through the program to the general public of the 

SDUWLFLSDQWV�KRPH�FRXQWULHV�WKURXJK�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW��

x� Under the programme, the students and other participants were given opportunities to deepen their understanding 
on Japan’s cutting-edge high technologies and its support for local and creative industries, experience Japan’s 
WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�DQG�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�ORFDO�SHRSOH��7KH�VWXGHQWV�DOVR�YLVLWHG�WKH�HQHUJ\�VHFWRU�WR�REVHUYH�
KRZ�-DSDQ�LV�HI¿FLHQWO\�PHHWLQJ�LWV�HQHUJ\�QHHGV�ZKLOH�SURWHFWLQJ�LWV�QDWXUH�DQG�HQYLURQPHQW��6WXGHQWV�ZHUH�
taken to places like Shibaura Water Reclamation Center and Ariake Inceneration Plant, the waste disposal plant 
LQ�7RN\R�
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Since the programme also focuses on student exchange 
program, the visiting students were taken to Teikyo University, 
Utsunomiya and were made to interact with the students in the 
XQLYHUVLW\�

Under the homestay programme, the visiting students were 
PDGH�WR�VWD\�LQ�WKH�-DSDQHVH�KRPHV�ZLWK�-DSDQHVH�IDPLO\��7KH�
host family treats the visiting guest as one of their own family 
PHPEHU��+RPHVWD\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YDOXHG�DQG�IDVFLQDWLQJ�
SURJUDPPH�

0HGLD�OLWHUDF\�IRU�&RPPXQLW\�5DGLR
$�WZHQW\�¿YH�XSFRPLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�UDGLR�VWXGHQW�PHPEHUV�DQG�IRXU�IDFXOW\�RI�&ROOHJH�RI�/DQJXDJH�DQG�&XOWXUH�
Studies (CLCS) were sensitized on Media Literacy by a team from Bhutan Centre for Media and Democracy (BCMD) 
on 9th and 10th�0DUFK������

7KH�WHDP�ZDV�OHG�E\�3URJUDP�2I¿FHU�RI�%&0'�0UV��7VKHZDQJ�/KDPR�DQG�$VVLVWDQW�3URJUDP�2I¿FHU�0U��6KHUXE�
'RUML�ZLWK�0U��'DZD��D�SRSXODU�QHZV�DQFKRU�RI�%KXWDQ�%URDGFDVWLQJ�6HUYLFH�/WG��

7KH�¿UVW�GD\�EHJDQ�ZLWK�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�DQ�2SHQ�6RFLHW\��WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�DQ�RSHQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKH�PHGLD�OLWHUDF\��
Yeshi Wangmo, a participant said that it is very important to understand our role in an Open Society, its core concepts 
DQG�LWV�EHQH¿W�

Sherub Dorji said that the main 
objective for conducting such 
workshop is to sensitize the 
members for upcoming community 
radio program by providing them 
with the understanding of what 
media is and how media plays a 
JUHDW�UROH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

7KH� UHVRXUFH� SHUVRQ� 0U�� 'DZD�
said that media plays a huge role in 
a democratic society especially in 
D�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\�OLNH�RXUV��³%XW�
there are also lots of challenges 
that the reporters face in covering 
PRVW�FULWLFDO�DQG�WUXH�VWRULHV�´��KH�
DGGHG��

'DZD��D�¿UVW�\HDU�VWXGHQW�IURP�%$�
in Language and Literature said 
that he has now become familiar 
with what media is and how it 
SOD\V�D�JUHDWHU�UROH�LQ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�FRXQWU\��

IN MOTION
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The Bhutan Youth Foundation (BYF) at Sherubtse 
College organized a fashion show titled ‘Difference is 
Beautiful’ on 2nd�$SULO�������7KH�%<)�DLPHG�WR�LJQLWH�
creativity among the students and also to manage waste 
DW�WKH�FROOHJH��:DVWH�PDWHULDOV�VXFK�DV�MXQN�ZUDSSHUV��
bottles, cartoons and old cloth pieces were used to 
GHVLJQ�GUHVVHV�IRU�WKH�PRGHOV�

A total of 21 students participated in the competition 
ZLWK���GHVLJQHUV�DQG����FRQWHVWDQWV�

$�¿QDO� \HDU� VWXGHQW� VDLG� WKDW� VKH�ZDV� DPD]HG� E\� WKH�
student’s creativity to transform waste into a magical 
DUW��µ<RXQJ�6KHUXEWVH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHDOO\�YHUVDWLOH�DQG��
DW�WLPHV��,�ZRQGHU�LI�WKRVH�GHVLJQHUV�DUH�SURIHVVLRQDOV��
In the long run, I expect them to become professionals 
LQ�PRGHOLQJ�¶�VKH�VDLG�

“The ‘Difference Is Beautiful’ was a successful and 
wonderful programme”, Sonam Choden, the coordinator 
RI� WKH� %KXWDQ�<RXWK� )RXQGDWLRQ�� VDLG�� � 6KH� LQLWLDWHG�
the donations from Kanglung and Trashigang shops to 
SURYLGH�FDVK�SUL]HV�WR�WKH�ZLQQHUV�

'LIIHUHQW�LV�%HDXWLIXO
Designer Deki Dolkar and her contestant Kezang 
&KRGHQ�DQG�:DQJFKXN�*\HOSR�EDJJHG� WKH�¿UVW� SUL]H�
RI�1X��������.DUPD�<DQJFKHQ��D�GHVLJQHU�IRU�7DVKL�'�
Wangmo and Dorji Namgay took the second prize of 
1X��������'HVLJQHU�.DUPD�<RXGHQ�ZLWK�KHU�FRQWHVWDQW�
Tshering Dekar and Tshewang Rinzin, took the third 
SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�D�FDVK�SUL]H�RI�1X�������

7KH�'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH� FROOHJH� DQG� WKH� ,075$7� RI¿FHU�
of Kanglung awarded the prizes to the winners and 
FHUWL¿FDWHV�WR�DOO�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�

$HURELF�ÀWQHVV�IHVWLYDO�
VWULNHV�3&(

On 8th of April 2016 at 6:30pm in the court yard of 
3DUR� &ROOHJH� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� �3&(�� DQ� DHURELF� ¿WQHVV�
IHVWLYDO�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��

7KH� FRXUW� \DUG� ZDV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� HDJHU� DQG� H[FLWHG�
student-teachers and lecturers ready to dance along 
to the aerobic video being projected on a wall of a 
EXLOGLQJ��7KH�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�HQMR\PHQW�ZDV�HYLGHQW�IURP�
their involvement in the workout and sweat soaked 
ERGLHV�ZHUH�D�FOHDU�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�D�WKURXJK�ZRUNRXW�

The event was  a collaborative idea of few lecturers 
along with the 2nd year student teachers who are 
currently studying the Health and Physical Education 
�+3(��PRGXOH��0U��3XVSDODO�6KDUPD��WKH�+3(�PRGXOH�
tutor said that the idea of making it as a festival was 
to create awareness among the people to live an active 
OLIH�VW\OH�

2QH�RI� WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV� VDLG� WKDW�� ³0DQ\�SHRSOH�¿QG�
physical education, a waste of time and a work ORDG��
Some parents blame the school for involving their 

IN MOTION
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children in play as they just want their children excel 
LQ�DFDGHPLFV�RQO\´���+RZHYHU��WKHVH�NLQG�RI�DZDUHQHVV�
events can make them realize the importance of physical 
¿WQHVV�

Exercise is the only solution for keeping ourselves 
SK\VLFDOO\��PHQWDOO\�DQG�HPRWLRQDOO\�¿W��³$HURELF�¿WQHVV�
dance is one of the important topics for second year and 
fourth year students and I have been teaching this module 
VLQFH� ������ ,� DP� JODG� WR� VHH� P\� VWXGHQWV� EHFRPLQJ�
FRQVFLRXV� DERXW� WKHLU� QXWULWLRQ� DQG� WKHLU� ¿WQHVV��ZKLFK�
shows a positive response to the module”, Puspalal 
DGGHG��

7KH�IHVWLYDO�ODVWHG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ�KRXU��7KH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
H[SHFW� VLPLODU�SURJUDPPHV� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH��5HIUHVKPHQWV�
organized by the college management were served at the 
HQG�RI�WKH�HYHQW��

IN MOTION

On 27th of April 2016, the Department 
of Information and Media, Ministry 
of Information and Communication 
organized a Media and Information 
Literacy(MIL) awareness  program 
at Gaeddu College of Business 
6WXGLHV��*&%6��

The program was conducted for 
WKH� ¿QDO� \HDU� VWXGHQWV� SXUVXLQJ�
%�&RP� DQG�%%$��ZKHUH� D� WRWDO� RI�
¿YH� RI¿FLDOV� IURP� WKH�0,/� JDYH� D�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�URRPV��
to have more interactions with the 
participants and share their view on 
0HGLD�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�/LWHUDF\��7KH�
main objectives of the presentations 
was to build critical thinking among 
the students and be an active citizens 
LQ�D�'HPRFUDWLF�6RFLHW\����

During the one day program, MIL 
explained about the basic concepts, 
skills and values of media, nature 
RI� PHGLD� DQG� LWV� LQÀXHQFHV�� KRZ�
to apply Media and Information 
Literacy skills in day-to-day life 
in a media saturated environment 
and they also talked about how to 
become better/active citizens of a 
GHPRFUDWLF�VRFLHW\�

The student participants mentioned 
that they learned a lot about media 
and information and what MIL 
GRHV�� 7KH� YLGHRV� VKRZQ� E\� WKH�
presenters encouraged the students 
to build critical thinking on how the 
media conveys its message and how 
should the consumers or the public 
DQDO\]H��DQG�SHUFHLYH�LW��

A very powerful video that conveyed 
the message was a video clip from 
%%&�DERXW�WKH�SHQJXLQV�À\LQJ�DQG�
migrating to other countries, but it 
is a well known facts that penguins 
FDQ¶W�À\��6LQFH�WKH�YLGHR�ZDV�IURP�
%%&�SHRSOH�EHOLHYHG�LW�ULJKW�DZD\��
The lesson learned at the end was 
WKDW�IDFW�RI�SHQJXLQV�GR�QRW�À\�DQG�
BBC had created April fool day 
YLGHR��

The MIL was established in 2009 
consisting of three broad programs 
QDPHO\�� D�� 0HGLD� DQG� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�
/LWHUDF\� � DQG� WKH� SXEOLF�� E��0HGLD�
and Information Literacy in schools  
DQG� F�� &DSDFLW\� 'HYHORSPHQW� RI�
Teacher Trainees of Colleges and 
institutes and Teachers on Media 
DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�/LWHUDF\�

0HGLD�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�/LWHUDF\�LQ�*&%6



THE RUB CONNECTION SPRING 201614

RESEARCH

'DWD�$QDO\VLV�ZRUNVKRSV�
In pursuit of enhancing research capacity of the 
Royal University of Bhutan (RUB) faculty members, 
Department of Research and External Relations (DRER) 
in collaboration with research centers in the colleges 
organized a series of workshops on “DATA ANALYSIS” 
XVLQJ�6366�

On 6-9 May, 2016  DRER in collaboration with College 
of Natural Resources organized a quantitative research 
PHWKRGRORJ\�ZRUNVKRS� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� WLWOHG� 'DWD� DQDO\VLV�
using SPSS

*UDSKLFDO� 8VHU� ,QWHUIDFH� :RUNVKRS�� ��� IDFXOW\�
ZHUH� WUDLQHG� E\� � 0U�� &KDQJD� 'RUML�� '5(5� �29&���
'U�� '%� *XUXQJ�� '5,/�� &15� DQG� 'U�� 2P� .DWHO��
&15� DV� WKH� UHVRXUFH� SHUVRQV� IRU� WKH� ZRUNVKRS�� 

On  17-20th March 2016 DRER in collaboration with  Centre for Business Research and Entrepreneurship 
'HYHORSPHQW��*&%6�RUJDQL]HG�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGRORJ\�ZRUNVKRS�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WLWOHG�'DWD�DQDO\VLV�XVLQJ�
6366�*UDSKLFDO�8VHU�,QWHUIDFH�:RUNVKRS�����IDFXOW\�RI�*&%6�ZHUH�WUDLQHG�LQ�UHVHDUFK�ZULWLQJ��GDWD�DQDO\VLV�DQG�
SXEOLFDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�ZDV�UHVRXUFHG�E\�0U��&KDQJD�'RUML�'5(5��29&�DQG�8J\HQ�/KHQGXS��'5,/��*&%6�

Learning outcomes of the two workshop were:

x� Design data entry form in EpiData and export data to SPSS for analysis 

x� Prepare a code book and assign variable labels and value labels to the data  

x� Check data for error and make correction and prepare data for analysis  

x� Conduct data transformation and use utility functions in SPSS

x� Generate graphs and descriptive statistics 

x� Examine the relationship using both parametric and non-parametric test, and examine the difference between 
groups 

x� Use SPSS syntax to conduct data preparation and analysis 

6366� VWDWLVWLFV� �6WDWLVWLFDO� 3DFNDJH� IRU� WKH� 6RFLDO� 6FLHQFHV�� LV� D� VRIWZDUH� SDFNDJH� XVHG� IRU� VWDWLVWLFDO� DQDO\VLV��
The  four day workshop included step-by-step approach for data analysis;  getting basics on using SPPS software, 
preparing , screening, cleaning and transforming the data, preliminary and descriptive analyses of the data, exploring 
relationship between contingency tables, correlation and partial correlation ,comparing  T-test , one-way ANOVA, 
WZR�ZD\�$129$��DQG� �DOVR�SURJUDPPLQJ� LQ�6366�XVLQJ�V\QWD[� �7KLV� LQ�KRXVH�FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�ZRUNVKRS�ZDV�
HVVHQWLDOO\�FRQGXFWHG�WR�WUDLQ�IDFXOWLHV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV��VR�DV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�KLJK�TXDOLW\�UHVHDUFKHUV�

The two workshop was one of the planned activities under the GoI project with iGNHaS in  enhancing research 
FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�5R\DO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%KXWDQ��58%��IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV��
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6WXGHQW�5HVHDUFK�0HHW
On 30th April, 2016, College of Science and 
7HFKQRORJ\� KHOG� LWV� ¿UVW� 6WXGHQW� 5HVHDUFK� 0HHW�
�650��� 650� ZDV� RUJDQL]HG� E\� WKH� &ROOHJH�
5HVHDUFK�&RPPLWWHH��&5&���

The 1st SRM was organized with the objectives to 
build research culture within the student community 
and to encourage and promote inter-departmental 
UHVHDUFK� SURMHFWV�� 7KH� HYHQW� FRPPHQFHG� DW�
8:00am on saturday morning and there were 
��� UHVHDUFK� SUHVHQWDWLRQV� IURP� WKH� ¿QDO� \HDU�
students, three from each department, namely the 
department of Civil Engineering and Architecture 
(CEAD), department of Electrical Engineering 

RESEARCH

(EED), department of Information 
Technology (IT) and department 
of Electronics and Communication 
(QJLQHHULQJ��(&(���7KH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
of the event were third year students 
DQG�LQWHUHVWHG�VHFRQG�\HDU�VWXGHQWV��
The critical friends for the student 
UHVHDUFK�PHHW�ZHUH�'U��&KHNL�'RUML��
'U�� 7VKHZDQJ� /KHQGXS�� DOO� KHDG�
of the departments (HOD) and 
LQWHUHVWHG�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�RI�&67�

7KH� ��� ¿QDO� \HDU� SURMHFW� JURXSV�
got the opportunity to present the 
project that they have been working 
RQ� IRU� DOPRVW� D� \HDU�� 7KH� SURMHFW�
coordinator of each department 
nominated three research projects 
IRU�650��

$OWKRXJK� LW� ZDV� ¿UVW� RI� LWV� NLQG��
the audience received it well with 
scopes to make it a inter-department 
UHVHDUFK� SURMHFWV�� 7KH� SDUWLFLSDQWV�
JRW� EHWWHU� LGHD� IRU� WKHLU� ¿QDO�

year research projects and were 
PRWLYDWHG�E\� WKH� FXUUHQW�¿QDO� \HDU�
research projects to explore further 
LQWR�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�UHVHDUFK�

CRC was formed in 2011, with the 
mandate to look into the research 
DFWLYLWLHV� RI� WKH� FROOHJH�� &5&� LV�
chaired by Dean of Research and 
,QGXVWULDO� /LQNDJHV�� 7KH� &5&�
members include one senior faculty 
member from HDFK�GHSDUWPHQW��

$UH�ZH�DZDUH�RI�WKHLU�GLVDELOLWLHV"
%866,�(1� �D� -DSDQHVH� QRQ�SUR¿W�
organization) organized a workshop 
on creating awareness on disabilities 
at Paro College of Education (PCE), 
RQ���WK�0DUFK����������������

The lecturers and students of the 
teachers’ college who are involved 
in teaching students with special 
needs took part in the two hours’ 
presentation along with the speakers 
from BUSSI-EN, Ability Bhutan 
6RFLHW\� �$%6��� 7KH� VSHDNHUV�
presented and discussed on various 

WRSLFV�WR�¿QG�EHWWHU�ZD\V�WR�UHVSRQG�
to the multiplicity of the students’ 
ZLWK�VSHFLDO�QHHGV��

Dawa Dukpa, a lecturer of PCE 
presented a short video clip on 
DXWLVP� WLWOHG� µ'HDU� )XWXUH� 0RP¶��
He stressed on inclusion of the 
students with special needs in the 
general school and stated that it is 
a process, a never ending search to 
¿QG�D�EHWWHU�ZD\V�RI�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�
GLYHUVLW\��

Khandu Dorji, another lecturer of 
PCE presented the statistics of the 
past and present view of disability 
and the special educational needs 
LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\��6KH�VDLG��³7KHUH�DUH�
12 schools catering to children with 
special needs in the country and 
majority of the students are with 
OHDUQLQJ�GLI¿FXOWLHV´�
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Tshering Lhabu from ABS explained on 
different types of disabilities which are caused 
by depression, trauma, injury, nutritional 
GH¿FLHQF\�DQG�ZKHQ�RQH�LV�WRR�PXFK�RQ�GUXJV��
$QG� VRPH� GLVDELOLWLHV� DUH� KHUHGLWDU\�� 'HFKHQ�
Dema, a student of PCE said that by attending 
the workshop on disabilities, she gained lot 
RI� NQRZOHGJH�� � ³,W� KHOSHG�PH� LQ� FKDQJLQJ�P\�
DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�´�6KH�
DGGHG�

7KH�VHVVLRQ�HQGHG�ZLWK�D�ZRUG�RI�WKDQNV�E\�0U��
7DPLNL�1DNDVKLPD��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�%866,�(1�

&67�FROODERUDWHV�ZLWK�'*3&�DQG�%3&
The College of Science and 
Technology (CST), Druk Green 
Power Cooperation (DGPC) and 
University of Rostock, Germany are 
working together under ‘University-
Business partnership’ MoU for three 
year project titled “Analysis and 
Modelling of Bhutan’s Hydropower 
and Allied activities” funded 
by DAAD, German Academic 
Exchange Programme from Dec 
�����������

Every year few faculty members 
and students of College of Science 
and Technology along with few 
engineers from DGPC visited 
Rostock University and learn from 
faculties of University of Rostock, 
ZKR� YLVLWHG� 3URMHFW� VLWHV�� ,Q�
December 2014 based on the interest 
and requirement, Bhutan Power 
Cooperation (BPC) also signed MoU 
for the Project and now working on 
the joint project “Modelling and 
$QDO\VLV�RI�%3&�1HWZRUN´��7LOO�GDWH�

works are already in advanced stage 
completing the modelling of Tala 
Power Plant and team has starting 
PRGHOOLQJ�&KKXNKD�3RZHU�3ODQW�

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0U�� &KHNX� 'RUML��
a lecturer of CST in Electrical 
Department, “On 14th September 
2011, the North Eastern Grid of India 
failed during which all the running 
units of Tala (THP), Chhukha (CHP) 
and Kurichhu (KHP) could not 
withstand the grid isolation except 
WKH�%DVRFKKX��%+3��´

This made DGPC to ensure its 
generating facilities are prepared to 
operate in the fast changing network 
VFHQDULR�� 7KHUHIRUH� WKH\� PXVW�
evaluate the static and dynamic 
performance of all of its generating 
units (controls included) for which 
DGPC at present has set up the 
Centre of Excellence for Control & 
3URWHFWLRQ��&R(&D3���7KH�&R(&D3�
has been striving to develop the 

expertise and facilities to achieve 
VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\� LQ� KLJK�TXDOLW\�
engineering and testing services for 
HOHFWULFDO�V\VWHPV��

The engineers from CoECaP and 
lecturer and students from CST 
are working together to develop 
technical capability to model in 
detail, simulate, and test the control 
V\VWHPV� RI� LWV� JHQHUDWRUV�� 7KH�
scope of the project are modelling, 
simulating, and testing hydro-
generators and its controls (governor 
and exciter) from the viewpoint of 
system stability, restoration, and 
LVODQGHG�RSHUDWLRQ�

The University of Rostock, Germany 
has developed an excellent technical 
H[SHUWLVH� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� VLPXODWLRQ�
and testing of generator controls 
through its extensive research 
in hydropower plants in many 
FRXQWULHV�� 2Q� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK�
Rostock University and DGPC, 

RESEARCH
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Students and lecturers of CST are 
DOUHDG\�QHDULQJ�UHVXOWV��

One of the students who visited 
Rostock said that it was the best 
experience of his life and he is 
interested in any future such 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

0U��&KHNX�'RUML�DOVR�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�
the project will cause mutual sharing 
of technical expertise and work 
cultures between the institutions 
of the two countries, thus fostering 
ORQJ�WHUP�FRRSHUDWLRQ�

Moreover the project nurtures 
future engineers and trains them in 
D� ¿HOG� ZKLFK� ZLOO� GH¿QLWHO\� KHOS�
the country directly while it is 
WHFKQLFDOO\�YHU\�EHQH¿FLDO� IRU�ERWK�
'*3&�DQG�%3&�

6KHUXEWVH� &ROOHJH� LQVWDOOHG� WKH� &DPSEHOO� 6FLHQWL¿F�
$XWRPDWLF� :HDWKHU� 6WDWLRQ� LQ� 'HFHPEHU� ������ 7KH�
VWDWLRQ� KDV� EHHQ� IXOO\� IXQFWLRQDO� VLQFH� -DQXDU\� ������
3URI��.RQUDG�6WHIIHQ��'LUHFWRU�RI�6ZLVV�)HGHUDO�,QVWLWXWH�
WSL donated the station through contribution to High 
Asia Runoff from Ice and Snow (CHARIS) project, 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR�%RXOGHU�SDUWQHUVKLS�

“The purpose of the station is to measure the climate 
and its variability over time, study the variations of air 
temperatures from daily cycles to seasons, monitor the 
VRODU� UDGLDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� FKDQFH� RI� VXUIDFH� UHÀHFWLYLW\��
and is a basic teaching tool for students to study the 
meteorological parameters,” said the CHARIS project 
FRRUGLQDWRU�0U��'KHQGXS�7VKHULQJ�

:HDWKHU�6WDWLRQ�DW�
6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH

PICTURE STORT

$SSOH�3URMHFW�EHWZHHQ�
+LURVDNL�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�
&15
On 27th May 2016, with the initiative of JICA 
Partnership program, a team from Hirosaki 
University, Japan visited College of Natural 
Resources for a project on “Capacity building and 
introduction to innovative technologies to improve 
apple production, productivity and processing in 
%KXWDQ´��7KH�WHDP�LQFOXGHG�UHVHDUFK�SHUVRQQHO�IURP�
Hirosaki University,President & CEO of Harada 
1XUVHU\�&R��/WG���

During their visit Renewable Natural Resource 
Research and Development Center, Yusipang, 
Thimphu a training on apple plantation, techniques 
LQ�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�SUXQLQJ�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG��7ZR�IDFXOWLHV�
IURP�&15�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� WUDLQLQJ��$� WRWDO�
of 336 apple rootstock of Chinese Apple Malus 
prunifoila var. ringo were planted at the project 
VLWH��7KH�UHVRXUFH�SHUVRQV�DOVR�VKDUHG�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�
improved techniques such as nurseries production, 
SUXQLQJ� DQG� IUXLW� WKLQQLQJ� LQ� DSSOH� SURGXFWLRQ��

RESEARCH
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Sherubtse College hosted a sensitization workshop on 
‘Sustainable Management of soil, land and watershed, 
and REDD+ readiness’, organized by National Soil 
Services Center and Watershed Management Division, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forest, with the support 
from Bhutan REDD+ Readiness Programme on 13th 
0D\������

The workshop was organized mainly for the students of 
/LIH�6FLHQFH�DQG�(QYLURQPHQWDO�6FLHQFH�

The workshop consisted of presentation with question 
DQVZHU�VHVVLRQ�

“The workshop is very informative and it is closely 
related to our syllabus,” said one of the senior 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�6FLHQFH�VWXGHQWV�

They have conducted similar workshop in six other 
colleges under the Royal University of Bhutan�

On  11-15th April 2016  DRER in collaboration 
with College of Science and Technology and Jigme 
Namgyel Engineering College organized quantitative 
UHVHDUFK� PHWKRGRORJ\� ZRUNVKRS� VSHFL¿FDOO\� IRU�
HQJLQHHULQJ�IDFXOW\��

The two Engineering Colleges proposed a training on 
³%DVLF�0$7/$%� IRU� 6FLHQWL¿F�5HVHDUFK´� � FRYHULQJ�
UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGRORJ\�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�ZULWLQJ��7UDLQLQJ�
on technical research software tool like MATLAB, 
was found to be one of most important software tools 
to technical researchers for research problem analysis 
DQG�PRGHOOLQJ�

Eleven faculty from JNEC and nine from CST 
participated in the the training which was resourced 
E\� 0U�� .DPDO� .XPDU� &KDSDJDL�� /HFWXUHU�� (&('��
&67� DQG� 0U�� +HPODO� %KDWWDUDL�� '5,/�� -1(&�� 7KH�
main objective of this training was to develop the 
research capacity of the research faculty members on 
basic features of software MATLAB for numerical 
computations and some advance topics that focus 
application aspects of MATLAB platform for problem 
VROYLQJ�XVLQJ�YDULRXV�WRROER[HV�

The workshop outcomes were as follows:

The new and beginning researchers were  educated on 
MatLab software and were able to

D�� 8VH� WKH� WRROV� IRU� WKHLU� UHVHDUFK�SUREOHP�DQDO\VLV�
and modelling,

D�� 7HDFK�JXLGHV�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�ZKLOH�GRLQJ�¿QDO�\HDU�
UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�

E�� 3URYLGHV� UHVHDUFK� PHWKRGRORJ\� DQG� WHFKQLFDO�
writing concept to new faculty members

6HQVLWL]DWLRQ�ZRUNVKRS�RQ�
6XVWDLQDEOH�0DQDJHPHQW

0DW/DE�IRU�(QJLQHHUV

Techniques on safe production of 
processed fruits such as cider and 
freeze-dry will also be taught to 
the target group who in turn will 
teach core farmers and is intended 

to be further disseminated to 
JHQHUDO� IDUPHUV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� DSSOH�
processing machines for making 
cider, freeze-dry and jam will also 
EH�LQWURGXFHG�DW�&15����7KH�SURMHFW�

fund is routed through JICA to 
Hirosaki University and then to 
Bhutan

RESEARCH
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On 17th – 20th March 2016, the Department of Research 
DQG� ([WHUQDO� 5HODWLRQV� �'5(5��� 2I¿FH� RI� 9LFH�
Chancellor in collaboration with College of Language 
and Culture Studies (CLCS) organized workshop on 
Qualitative Research Methodology for Dzongkha 
faculty titled ‘Zhibsol Thablam/ Research Methods in 
']RQJNKD¶��

The workshop aimed at developing the research 
capacity of the Dzongkha faculty in carrying out 
TXDOLWDWLYH� UHVHDUFK� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�� 'XULQJ� WKH�
workshop, Dzongkha faculties were educated on 
research techniques, methods, and challenges of doing 
TXDOLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�

$�UHVRXUFH�SHUVRQ��'U��*HPER�7VKHULQJ�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�
PDLQ� UHDVRQ� RI� FRQGXFWLQJ� VXFK� ZRUNVKRS� LV� ¿UVWO\�
to encourage Dzongkha lecturers in carrying out 
TXDOLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�LQ�']RQJNKD��6HFRQGO\�WR�SURPRWH�
Dzongkha based research resources and ultimately to 
SURPRWH�QDWLRQDO�ODQJXDJH�

5HVHDUFK�0HWKRGV�ZRUNVKRS�LQ�']RQJNKD
Kencho Tshering, a Dzongkha lecturer of CLCS said it is 
very informative and understandable through Dzongkha 
DV� D�PHGLXP�RI� WKH�ZRUNVKRS�� ³'XULQJ� WKH�ZRUNVKRS��
team work was very essential which enhanced my 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�TXDOLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�´��KH�DGGHG��

Chimi Dorji, a lecturer of Sherubtse College said that 
WKH�ZRUNVKRS� LV� YHU\� KHOSIXO��+H� DGGHG� WKDW� WKH� VNLOOV�
DQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� KH� OHDUQW�ZLOO� QRW� RQO\� EHQH¿W� KLP� LQ�
teaching and learning but most importantly in writing 
about culture and religion based articles which requires 
UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGV��

The four day workshop covered on principles of 
qualitative research, designing the research project, 
skills development and each groups telling the 
VWRULHV�RI�WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�

E�� 3URYLGHV� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� IDFXOW\� PHPEHUV� WR�
promote intercollege relation and joint

F�� 5HVHDUFK�SURMHFW�EHWZHHQ�-1(&�DQG�&67

G�� 3URPRWH� UHVHDUFK� FXOWXUH� RI� WKH� &ROOHJHV� DQG�
8QLYHUVLW\�DW�/DUJH�LQ�HQJLQHHULQJ�¿HOGV�

RESEARCH
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&KHPLFDO��(QYLURQPHQW�DQG�+HDOWK�6HPLQDU

A seminar on “CHEMICAL, ENVIRONMENT AND 
HEALTH” was conducted at the college convention hall 
RQ�0D\�����������$WWHQGHG�E\�&15�VWXGHQWV��WKH�VHPLQDU�
was aimed at advocating the hazards of chemicals and 
a sustainable approach to prosperity while keeping the 
SODQHW�KHDOWK\�DQG�FOHDQ�

7KH�VSHDNHU�ZDV�0U��'RH�'RH��3ODQW�3URWHFWLRQ�VSHFLDOLVW�
DW�1DWLRQDO�3ODQW�3URWHFWLRQ�&HQWHU��02$)��+H�DWWHQGHG�
KLV�WR[LFRORJ\�FRXUVH�LQ�7KDLODQG��7KH�VHPLQDU�RSHQHG�
setting the context on which our national development 
SDUDGLJP�LV�EDVHG�DQG�KRZ�WKH�WRSLF�LV�SUXGHQW�LQ�%KXWDQ��
It then explained the inevitable detriments of chemical 
FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�IURP�ODQG¿OOV��,W�DOVR�VKRZHG�WKH�DSSDUHQW�
DI¿OLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�KXPDQ�DQG�WR[LF�FKHPLFDO�ZDVWHV��DV�
well as introducing to the most common chemicals of 
FRQFHUQ�SUHVHQW�DQG�WKHLU�DVVRFLDWHG�KHDOWK�ULVNV�

Chemicals such as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
polychlorinated biphenyls, phthalates and acrylamide 
can have severe health implications, most of which 
comes from goods used in our daily lives such as clothes, 
ERWWOHV�� IRRG�� EHYHUDJHV�� HWF�� � 7KH� QHHG� IRU� SURSHU�
mechanisms to regulate these chemicals was stressed at 
OHQJWK�

“You should be aware of what you are exposed to because 
health regimes priority over everything,” Mr Doe Doe 
VDLG�� ³.QRZLQJ� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV�
not enough, realization and implementation should be 
taken care of as it can harm a nation as a whole”

This was the fourth time the seminar was conducted in 
WKH�FROOHJH��KLWKHUWR�DWWHQGHG�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�����VWXGHQWV��
,W�ZLOO�HQG�ZLWK�D�¿QDO�WDON�WR�WKH�0'3�VWXGHQWV�RQ�0D\�
��������

RESEARCH
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9LVXDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�
6KDNHVSHDUH
The Sherubtse Theater Ensemble under the 
Department of English ‘Organised a glamorous 
exhibitionism of Shakespearean theater’ – One 
Act Play Competition among English combination 
VWXGHQWV�RQ���WK�$SULO������

The main reason behind the competition was to 
support the nation’s efforts to encourage the use of 
the English language amongst students, to encourage 
students to appreciate drama as it promotes 
integration and inculcates moral values, and to 
provide the opportunity for students to show their 
talents and creativity in the art of dramatization; the 
usage of English which incorporates script writing, 
directing, stage management and other technical 
DVSHFWV�

EVENT

The staff moderator of Sherubtse Theater Ensemble, 
Program Leader of English department, and the 
student coordinator Tshering Namgay coordinated the 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�

The Director of the college awarded the prizes and 
FHUWL¿FDWHV�WR�DOO�WKH�ZLQQHUV�DQG�UXQQHUV�XS�

7KHUH�ZHUH�VL[�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��7KH�7HPSHVW�
EDJJHG�WKH�¿UVW�SUL]H�RI�1X���������SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�
0HGLD�(QJOLVK�FRPELQDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV�RI�VL[WK�VHPHVWHU��
The Dzongkha English combination students with 
King Lear, stood second and won a cash prize of Nu 
7,000, followed by Media English combination fourth 
semester students with a cash prize of Nu 4,000 for 
+DPOHW�

“The drama competition serves as a platform for 
students and tutors to promote and demonstrate 
FUHDWLYH�LGHDV�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUN��'UDPD�PRWLYDWHV�VWXGHQWV�
to use English, and therefore improves their command 
RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH��,W�LV�KRSHG�WKDW�GUDPD�FDQ�DOVR�LQVWLOO�
values amongst students to be more sensitive and 
appreciative towards local arts,” said the Professor P 
%DEX�5DM�

-DSDQ�'D\
To mark the 30th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relation between Japan and Bhutan, College 
of Science and Technology (CST) organized a Japanese 
culture based program on 30th April 2016 under the 
LQLWLDWLYH�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�IDFXOWLHV��0U��7RVKLGH�7VXERWR�
DQG�0U��.D]XKLUR�0XUDPDWVX�

Thirty years passed since the establishment of Japan-
Bhutan diplomatic relation and Japan has been an 
important development partner since the formal 
UHODWLRQV�VWDUWHG��7KH���th anniversary of this friendship 
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is blessed by three important events in the history of Bhutan- 
the birth of Gyalsey, the birth year of Guru Rinpoche and 
the 400th year of Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal’s arrival in 
%KXWDQ��7KH���KRXUV�SURJUDP�NLFNHG�RII�DW�DURXQG���SP�ZLWK�
WKH� HQWU\�RI� RXU�'LUHFWRU� LQ� -DSDQHVH� FRVWXPH�.LPRQR��2XU�
-DSDQHVH� IDFXOWLHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU� WZR�-DSDQHVH�JXHVWV�0U��
DQG�0UV��6DNDQH��FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�DW�3KXQWVKROLQJ�7KURPGH��
H[KLELWHG� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQDO� VZRUG� ¿JKW�� GDQFH�� ERRNV�� WR\V��
FXLVLQH�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU��

EVENT

/KDN�VDP�$GYRFDF\�(GXFDWLRQ

$�WHDP�RI�¿YH�� OHG�E\�0U��:DQJGD�'RUML�� WKH�
coordinator of the Lhak-sam group visited 
6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH�RQ���WK�$SULO������

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0U�� :DQJGD� 'RUML�� WKH\� FDPH�
to Sherubtse College to create awareness 
campaign on HIV/Aids and Lesbian Gay 
%LVH[XDO�7UDQVJHQGHU�,QWHUVH[��/*%7,��

7KH\�VKDUHG�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�
WKH\�IDFH�DV�D�+,9�SRVLWLYH�SDWLHQW��7KH\�DOVR�
HGXFDWHG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�RI�6KHUXEWVH�RQ�/*%7,�

“The talk was very informative and, creating 
VXFK� NLQG� RI� DZDUHQHVV� LV� JRLQJ� WR� EHQH¿W�
the Bhutanese,” said one of the second year 
VWXGHQWV�

On the following day, Lhak-sam group also 
conducted a panel discussion with the students 
RI�6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH�

College of Natural Resources (CNR) celebrated Coronation 
Day of the fourth King of Bhutan together with Social Forestry 
Day by planting trees below Chimi Lhakhang and college 
FDPSXV� RQ� �� -XQH�� ������7KH� WKHPH� IRU� WKH� GD\�ZDV� ³3ODQW�
DQG�1XUWXUH�7UHHV�IRU�D�*UHHQ�DQG�+HDOWK\�(QYLURQPHQW´��7KH�
inaugural planting was graced by Dasho Dzongda of Punakha 
Dzongkhag, Director General of CNR and Chief Forestry 
2I¿FHU� RI� :DQJGXH� )RUHVW� 'LYLVLRQ�� 7KH� HYHQW� LV� DOVR� LQ�
keeping with the national effort to plant trees in celebration of 
the Birth of our gracious Royal Highness, The Gyalsey Jigme 
1DPJ\HO�:DQJFKXFN�DQG�IXO¿OOLQJ�WKH�:RUOG�(DUWK�'D\�WKHPH�
WR�SODQW�����ELOOLRQ�WUHHV�E\������

CNR in celebration of Social Forestry Day 2016 had gathered 
LQ� &KLPLSDQJ�� 2YHU� ���� SDUWLFLSDQWV� FRQVLVWLQJ� RI� IRUHVW�

&15�&HOHEUDWHV�6RFLDO�
)RUHVWU\�'D\

0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�SXW�RQ�NLPRQR��DFWHG�RXW�VDPXUDL�VZRUG�¿JKW��ÀLSSHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SDJHV�RI�0DQJD��-DSDQHVH�FRPLFV��
ZLWK�IDVFLQDWLRQ�DQG�WULHG�WKHLU�EHVW�WR�VLQJ�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�-DSDQHVH�RUJDQL]HUV��7KH�MR\�DQG�EOLVV�RI�WKH�HYHQW�ZDV�
seen in the smiles of the students and faculties
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RI¿FLDOV�IURP�)RUHVW�'LYLVLRQ�RI�:DQJGXH�DQG�3XQDNKD��
DeSuups, and staff of Aman Kora also gathered in same 
VSRW�� 7R� UHYLYH� WKH� EXUQW� DUHD� EHORZ� &KLPL� /KDNKDQJ��
the volunteers planted over 3000 tree saplings of species 
like Pinus roxburghii (chir pine), 4XHUFXV�JULI¿WKLL(Oak) 
and Syzygium cumini.

A total of 588 tree saplings were planted in College 
Campus: 464 tree saplings in the Upper Hostel and 124 
tree saplings in Arboretum that is below new the Dining 
+DOO�RI�WKH�FROOHJH��7KH�6WXGHQWV�LQYROYHG�LQ�SODQWLQJ�LQ�
Campus were the students from 23rd Forestry Diploma, 
%�6F�� $QLPDO� 6FLHQFH�� %�6F�� $JULFXOWXUH� DQG� 0DVWHU�
RI� 'HYHORSPHQW� 3UDFWLFH�� � ,Q� WKH� HYHQLQJ� WKHUH� ZDV�
singing competition of a song dedicated to the college 
for upcoming silver jubilee in November 11, which is the 
FROOHJH�IRXQGDWLRQ�GD\�

3UG�1DWLRQDO�.DUDWH�
&KDPSLRQVKLS�DW�
6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH
Sherubtse College hosted the 3rd National Karate 
Championship on 18-19 March 2016, organized by 
Bhutan Karate Association with the support of Bhutan 
2O\PSLF�&RPPLWWHH�

There were 61 participants in total for the Karate 
WRXUQDPHQW��&ROOHJH�RI�/DQJXDJH�DQG�&XOWXUH�6WXGLHV�
emerged as the victor of the 3rd National Karate 
&KDPSLRQVKLS�ZLQQLQJ� D� FDVK� SUL]H� RI�1X�� ��������
ZLWK� ��� SDUWLFLSDQWV�� 6KHUXEWVH� &ROOHJH� HPHUJHG�
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VHFRQG�ZLWK����SDUWLFLSDQWV��3DUR�&ROOHJH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�
stood third with 15 participants followed by Faculty of 
1XUVLQJ�DQG�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�ZLWK���SDUWLFLSDQWV�

“Sherubtse College won National Karate Championship 
KRVWHG�E\�3DUR�&ROOHJH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�ODVW�\HDU��7KHUHIRUH��
we had to organize this year’s tournament at Sherubtse,” 
VDLG�WKH�6SRUWV�&RDFK�RI�6KHUXEWVH�

This year’s winner will be organizing the 4th National 
Karate Championship at the College of Language and 
&XOWXUH�6WXGLHV�IRU�WKH�\HDU������

$OO� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� ZHUH� DZDUGHG� FHUWL¿FDWHV� RI�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�

EVENT

On 17th�RI�0D\������� WKH�¿QDO�\HDU�VWXGHQWV�RI� WKH�
Gaeddu College of Business Studies (GCBS) were 
given a sensitization workshop on “Sustainable 
Management of Soil, Land and Watersheds, and 
5(''�� UHDGLQHVV´�� ,W� ZDV� RUJDQL]HG� E\� 1DWLRQDO�
Soil Service Center and Watershed Management 
Division, Ministry of Agriculture and Forest and the 
SURJUDP�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�%KXWDQ�5(''��UHDGLQHVV��
The Program Director Madam Karma Dema Dorji, 
Program Manager Madam Sigyel Delma and the other 
WZR�VWDIIV�0U��3KXQWVKR�*\HOWVKHQ�DQG�0U��7VKHULQJ�
Dorji) talked to students about the importance of soil, 
ODQG�ZDWHUVKHG��7KH\�DOVR�PHQWLRQHG�DERXW�WKHLU�UROH�
in protecting and educating others as they graduate 
DQG�JR�KRPH�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�DQG�QHLJKERUV��

The presentation covered on the evolution of land 
management activities which were taken from the 
5th to 7th Five Year Plan and before this era, the 
farmers were given incentives by the Government of 
%KXWDQ��7KH\�WRXFKHG�XSRQ�FOLPDWH�VPDUW�DJULFXOWXUH�
WR�EHWWHU�DGDSW�DQG� WR�PLWLJDWH� WKH�FOLPDWLF�FKDQJH��
Formulation on sustainable land management to 
FRPEDW� GHJUDGDWLRQ�� 7KH\� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH� YDULRXV�
technologies that will help to prevent soil erosion 
from the heavy rainfall such as fodder grass 
hedgerows, stone buds, orchard trace, check dams, 
creating buffer zone and soil fertility management 
SUDFWLFHV��

Bhutan is one of the 195th member countries of the 
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&RQYHQWLRQ�WR�&RPEDW�'HVHUWL¿FDWLRQ�
�81&&'�� VLQFH�$XJXVW� ����� DIWHU� WKH� UHFWL¿FDWLRQ�
by the 81st�1$�VHVVLRQ��,W�LV�WKH�JXLGLQJ�GRFXPHQW�IRU�
the country on land degradation programs and plans 
where Bhutan have National Action Plan or Program 
ZKLFK�ZDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�������

1DWLRQDO�6RLO�6HUYLFH�
&HQWUH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�
*&%6

*\DOVH\�&XS�ÀQDO

The Forum for International and National Awareness 
(FINA) at Sherubtse College organized a departmental 
IRRWEDOO�WRXUQDPHQW�RQ��UG�$SULO������

)RU�PHQ¶V� FDWHJRU\�� WKH�¿QDO�ZDV� SOD\HG� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
departments of History and Science Forum, resulting in 
D�VFRUH�RI�����LQ�IDYRU�RI�6FLHQFH�)RUXP�

The winner of the Gyalsey Cup football tournament 
took the cash prize of Nu 16,000 and Nu 11,000 by the 
UXQQHUV�XS�

For women’s category, Dzongkha department won with 
D�JRDO��IROORZHG�E\�GHSDUWPHQW�RI�*HRJUDSKLFDO�6RFLHW\��
The cash prize of Nu 10,000 and Nu 7,000 was awarded 
WR�WKH�ZLQQHUV�DQG�UXQQHUV�XS�UHVSHFWLYHO\�

Kinley Jamtsho, one of the players from History 
GHSDUWPHQW�ZDV� UHFRJQL]HG� DV� WKH�EHVW� SOD\HU��6KHUXE�
Pem from the department of Geographical Society 
UHFHLYHG�WKH�ZRPHQ�RI�WKH�PDWFK�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

According to the former President, Jigme Norbu, the 
main reason behind organizing such a tournament was 
WR�ZHOFRPH�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�%LUWK�RI�*\DOVH\�

$OO�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�ZLWK�WKH�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��7KH� WRXUQDPHQW� WKDW� ODVWHG� DOPRVW� WKUHH�
ZHHNV�FDPH�WR�DQ�HQG�RQ���UG�$SULO������
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$QQXDO�5LPGR�DW�&15
&RLQFLGLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�¿UVW�GD\�RI� WKLUG�PRQWK�RI� WKH�
Bhutanese calendar, the college conducted its Annual 
5LPGR��ULWXDO��IRU������RQ���$SULO��������

The rimdo was presided over by His Eminent Tse-
Zimpon with 18 monks from Puna Dewa Chhempoi 
3KRGUDQJ��FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�3XQDNKD�']RQJ��

Performing Annual Rimdo carries two important 
UHDVRQV��¿UVWO\�� LW� LV� D� FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI� WKH� VXFFHVVIXO�
completion of past 12 months, without sicknesses 
DQG� PLVIRUWXQHV�� 7KHUHIRUH�� LW� LV� D� WKDQNV� JLYLQJ�
ULWXDO� WR� WKH� WULSOH�JHP�DQG� ORFDO�GHLWLHV��6HFRQGO\��
from the day of Rimdo, we are taking refuge to the 
triple gem and local deities, until the time the next 
DQQXDO� 5LPGR� LV� EHLQJ� FRQGXFWHG�� +HUH�� ZH�PDNH�
wishes and prayers for peace, harmony, happiness 
DQG�VXFFHVVHV�DQRWKHU�\HDU�RU�VR��

The annual rimdo is the event of paying homage 
to Gembo Chamdrel Sum (protective deities Pel 
Yeshey Gembo, Palden Lhamo and Leki Gembo Jaro 
'RQJFKKHQ��DPRQJ�RWKHU�ORFDO�GHLWLHV�

The Annual Rimdo is also an occasion to make food 
offerings to the god, goddesses and deities and get 
EOHVVHG�IRU�ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�DOO�VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV�

,QWHU�'HSDUWPHQWDO�
&KDPSLRQVKLS

The Forestry (nested) team emerged as the winner of 
inter-departmental knock out football tournament held 
on  31st� 0DUFK�� ������ ,Q� D� WRXJK� DQG� H[FLWLQJ� ¿QDOV�
Forestry (nested) defeated the 4th batch Sustainable 
'HYHORSPHQW� WHDP�E\� WKUHH�JRDOV� WR�RQH�� �7KH�PHGLD�
club (MC) of CNR managed to interview the nested 
team
MC: How do you feel after winning the match? 
Team: :H�IHHO�SURXG��VDWLV¿HG�DQG�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�ZH�
KDYH�SOD\HG�ZHOO�
MC:  How hard was the match?
Team:  We encountered an unexpected defeat in 
last year’s departmental tournament and this year we 
tried our level best as a team, with full cooperation in 
DFKLHYLQJ�WKLV�YLFWRU\�
MC: What attracted you to this targeted victory?
Team: More than the attraction to the targeted victory, 
it was our teams’ cooperation, morale and good 
individual skills that inspired us to make victory as our 
WDUJHW�
MC: How do you think you performed? Was there 
anything that you wished you did different?
Team:�>([FHOOHQW���H[FODLPHG�RQH�RI�WKH�WHDP�PHPEHUV�@�
We wish we could have given them more pressure in the 
¿UVW�KDOI�DQG�ZH�DOVR�ZLVKHG�WR�KDYH�D�ZHOO�RUJDQL]HG�
SOD\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�SDVVLQJ��WKURZV�DQG�VR�RQ�´
MC: What did you learn from this game?
Team: We learned that  team work, the ability of players 
DQG�WR�NQRZ�WKH�ZHDNQHVVHV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�LV�D�PXVW�
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MC: How do you plan to improve (or continue to do 
well) in the future? 
Team: We will practice more and will be equipped with 
GLIIHUHQW�VNLOOV�LQ�IXWXUH�
MC: What was the most exciting part of the game?
Team:  When we scored the third goal because it clearly 
GH¿QHG�RXU�YLFWRU\�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�¿QDO�ZKLVWOH�ZDV�EORZQ�
EHFDXVH�ZH�FDPH�RXW�DV�WKH�YLFWRUV�

MC: What area of your game do you think you need to 
improve the most?
Team:  We need to improve our skills and positions in 
WKH�¿HOG�DQG�JLYH�PRUH�WLPH�IRU�SUDFWLFH��
MC: Who is the best player in your team?
Team:  Though everyone tried their level best to win this 
tournament, the credit mainly goes to the goalie (Lobzang 
'DZD��IRU�KLV�GHVSHUDWH�HIIRUWV�DQG�VSHFWDFXODU�VDYHV�

)RXUWK�5HFLWDWLRQ�RI�
-LJWHQ�:DQJFKXN
On the sacred occasion of Zhabdrung Kuchoe and to 
mark the 400th anniversary of Zhabdrung’s arrival in 
Bhutan, the Jigten Wangchuk Committee of Dewathang 
led by Director of Jigme Namgyel Engineering College 
as a Chairperson of the committee along with members 
of Dewathang community and college, joined the 
nation to offer prayers and recite Jigten Wangchuk in 
WKH�FROOHJH�FDPSXV�

The occasion of 4th Jigten Wangchuk recitation was 
presided over by venerable Lam of Royal Bhutan 
Army, Dewathang in presence distinguished members 
from Dewathang Community and participating 
members from Royal Bhutan Army, Dewathang 
Thromde, Dungsam Academy, Garpawoong Middle 
Secondary School, Dewathang Primary School, Rikhey 
Community Primary School and Jigme Namgyel 
(QJLQHHULQJ�&ROOHJH�

On the occasion, mini Thongdrel of Zhabdrung Nangsay 
=LOQRQ�ZDV�GLVSOD\HG� LQ� WKH� FDPSXV� WR�RIIHU� SUD\HUV��
The sacred statue of Zhabdrung was also handed over 
E\�YHQHUDEOH�/DP�RI�5R\DO�%KXWDQ�$UP\� WR� FROOHJH��
A total of one thousand three hundred participating 
members gathered to offer prayer and recite Jigten 
:DQJFKXN�DV�DQ�DQQXDO�HYHQW�

2QG�-1(&�2SHQ�&KDPSLRQV

GCBS team emerged as the champions in the 2nd JNEC 
Open football tournament by defeating the Dragon FC 
E\� ���� LQ� WKH� ¿QDO� SOD\HG� RQ� ��th May at Thangzor 
6WDGLXP��-LJPH�1DPJ\HO�(QJLQHHULQJ�&ROOHJH�
It was a close contest, but the GCBS emerged as the 
IDYRULWH�WHDP�WR�ZLQ�WKLV�\HDU¶V�-1(&�2SHQ�WURSK\��7KH�
remarkable skills and pace of the GCBS team outplayed 
WKH�'UDJRQ�)&�
Kelzang Namgay opened the scoring by converting a 
corner kick with a stunning header and GCBS took the 
lead in 18th�PLQXWHV���,Q�WKH���th minutes Tashi Dorji 
found the net and made it 2-0 after a brilliant assist from 
1JDZDQJ�7DVKL�� WKH� WRS� VFRUHU�RI� WKH� WHDP��1JDZDQJ�
Tashi was looking to snatch the highest scorer prize 
PRQH\�EXW�KH�ZDV�UDUHO\�JLYHQ�D�FKDQJH��+RZHYHU�KH�
PDQDJHG�WR�VFRUH�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�WR�WDNH�
the score tally to 10 goals in the tournament but 2 goals 
VKRUW�WR�WDNH�WKH�WRS�VFRUHU�SUL]H��-LJPH�:DQJFKXN��WKH�
striker of JNEC XI team took the highest scorer prize 
ZLWK����JRDOV�'UDJRQ�ER\V�IDLOHG� WR�FDSLWDOL]H�RQ�IHZ�
FKDQJHV� WKH\� JRW� LQ� WKH�PDWFK�� ,Q� WKH� G\LQJ�PLQXWHV�
LQ� WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�'RUML�:DQJFKXN�RI�'UDJRQ�)&�VKRW�D�
EULOOLDQW�EDOO�RQO\�WR�EH�GHQLHG�E\�WKH�JRDOLH��$JDLQ�LQ�
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=KDEGUXQJ�.XFKRH

As Bhutan celebrated 400 years of Zhabdrung 
Ngawang Namgyel’s arrival to Bhutan, Sherubtse 
College joined the nation in conducting a series of 
SUD\HUV�DQG�5LPGURV��&RLQFLGLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�QDPLQJ�
ceremony of HRH The Gyalsey on 16th April 2016, 
the Gejor Tshogpa conducted prayers and rituals for 
WKH�ORQJHYLW\�RI�WKH�UR\DO�IDPLO\�

PICTURE STORY

1: Sherubtse College joined the nation in celebrating ” 
International Women’s Day”

The day began with the offering of butter lamp by 
WKH�IDFXOWLHV�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��$�WRWDO�RI�����VWXGHQWV�
and faculties participated in the recitation of Jigten 
Wangchuk prayer at the college multipurpose 
KDOO�� 6LPXOWDQHRXVO\� D� ULPGUR� ZDV� SHUIRUPHG�
at the college Zangdopelri to commemorate the 
DXVSLFLRXV�GD\�

the 67th minutes, Tshering Wangchuk struck a stunning 
EDOO�EXW�WKH�*&%6�JRDOLH�PDGH�D�¿QH�¿QJHUWLS�VDYH�
*&%6�OLIWHG�WKH�WURSK\�ZLWK�D�FDVK�SUL]H�RI�1X�����������
ZKLOH� WKH� UXQQHUV�XS� WHDP� WRRN� D� FDVK� SUL]H� RI� 1X��
���������
'U�� $QGX� 'XNSD�� WKH� 'LUHFWRU� RI� -LJPH� 1DPJ\HO�
Engineering College and the Chair-person of the JNEC 

Open organizing committee, in his closing remarks 
FRQJUDWXODWHG� ERWK� WKH� ¿QDOLVW� DQG� WKDQNHG� DOO� WKH�
WHDPV�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�WRXUQDPHQW��+H�VDLG�WKDW�
the tournament was organized to bring harmony in the 
community and also to promote the importance of health 
DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�WKURXJK�VSRUWV�DQG�SK\VLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�

7HDFKHUV�'D\� 
Coinciding with the birth 
anniversary of the Third 
Druk Gyalpo, Sherubtse 
College joined the 
nation in celebrating the 
Teacher’s day on 2nd May 
�����
The program began with 
the reception of teachers 
by the outgoing student leaders for offering butter lamps, 
IROORZHG� E\� 0RHQWVLJ� DQG� FDNH� FXWWLQJ� FHUHPRQ\�� 7KH�
students organised several cultural programs to acknowledge 
DQG�SD\�WKHLU�JUDWLWXGH�WR�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�
The inter-departmental Rigsar dance competition was also 
RUJDQLVHG� DV� D� SDUW� RI� WKH� FHOHEUDWLRQ�� 7KH� GHSDUWPHQW� RI�
Dzongkha won the competition with a cash prize of Nu 
��������7KH�FHUWL¿FDWH�ZDV�DZDUGHG�WR� WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI� WKH�
GHSDUWPHQW�
The Science Forum was awarded the best department with a 
FDVK�SUL]H�RI�1X���������7KH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�ZDV�
DZDUGHG�WKH�FHUWL¿FDWH�
The Degree Hostel-IV took the cash prize of Nu 10,000 for 
WKH�EHVW�KRVWHO� IRU� WKH�\HDU������������7KH�FHUWL¿FDWH�ZDV�
DZDUGHG�WR�ERWK�WKH�FRXQFLORUV�
Professor Balamurugan Raju was awarded the best lecturer 
RI�WKH�\HDU�����������
The student body (FINA) has initiated this award for the 
¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�6KHUXEWVH��µ:H�KDYH�LQLWLDWHG�WKLV�NLQG�RI�DZDUG��
mainly to encourage the students and lecturers of Sherubtse,’ 
VDLG�WKH�RXWJRLQJ�SUHVLGHQW�-LJPH�1RUEX�
The program also included the planting of trees in the college 
campus by the faculty members in honour of Druk Gyelpo 
-LJPH�'RUML�:DQJFKXN¶V�YLVLRQDU\�OHDGHUVKLS�
Towards the afternoon, the Director of Sherubtse inaugurated 
WKH�QHZ�EDVNHWEDOO�FRXUW��7KH�RSHQLQJ�FHUHPRQ\�PDWFK�ZDV�
held between the teaching faculty and the non-teaching staff 
followed by women lecturers versus student leaders and 
the outgoing student leaders versus the new student leaders 
UHVSHFWLYHO\�
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6KHUXEWVH�*UDGXDWLRQ�'D\
Sherubtse College celebrated Graduation day on 28th�0D\� ������
The day began with lots of excitements among the students and staff 
DOLNH��7KH�JUDGXDWLQJ�VWXGHQWV��DQG�VWDII��DOO�GUHVVHG�LQ�FRORUIXO�RXW¿W��
HQWHUHG�WKH�KDOO�E\������DP��DQG�WKH�HYHQW�ZHQW�WLOO�������

Graduation day 

on 28th May  2016

Sherubtse College

Some of the highlights of the day are: entertainment programs, 
DZDUGLQJ� RI� FHUWL¿FDWHV�� DQG� SUL]HV�� DQG� SKRWRJUDSK\� VHVVLRQ��
7KH� FHUWL¿FDWHV� ZHUH� DZDUGHG� WR� WKH� 8QLW� &RRUGLQDWRUV� DQG�

 Following students were conferred prestigious awards for their outstanding services.

Vice-Coordinators, President and Vice-
President of the respective departments, 
Hostel Councilors, Mess representative, 
and Forum for International and National 
$ZDUHQHVV� �),1$��([HFXWLYHV��7KH�PHULW�
FHUWL¿FDWHV� ZHUH� DOVR� DZDUGHG� WR� WKH�
RYHUDOO�DFDGHPLF�WRSSHUV�

Towards the evening, FINA hosted a 
Graduation night with a variety of shows 
SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�RXWJRLQJ�VWXGHQWV�

Jigme Dorji Wangchuck Gold medal�ZDV�DZDUGHG�WR�WKH�RXWJRLQJ�3UHVLGHQW�-LJPH�1RUEX�

 Mr Kinely Lekpa, the coordinator of social service unit 
(SSU) and Mr Tenzin wangchuck, the coordinator of 
Young Voluntary in Action (YVIA) were awarded the 
Director’s medal�

Mr Namgay Wangdi, a coordinator to community base 
scouting (CBS), the games and sports custodian, Ms 
Pema Selden, and Ms Pema Tshomo, a Vice-President 
WR�),1$�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�WKH�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�special award.
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57&�6WXGHQWV�LQ�-DSDQ
As a part of the academic partnership between the 
Royal Thimphu College and SEISA University, 
Japan, 10 RTC students accompanied by a faculty 
member were in Japan on a 10-day cultural exchange 
programme from January 31st - February 9th�������

The exchange programme was established to 
provide RTC students with opportunities to attend 
sessions ranging from Japanese traditions to some of 
WKH�ODWHVW�WHFKQRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQWV��7KH�VWXGHQWV�
experienced a wide variety of enriching activities 
such as learning about the Japanese culture, history, 
FXVWRPV��WUDGLWLRQV��HGXFDWLRQ��VSRUWV�DQG�ODQJXDJH�

As part of the cultural exposure, the students had the 

opportunity to visit places like the Furukawa Mega 
Solar Power Plant, where they had the honor of 
attending a lecture by the CEO, Mr Furukawa, and 
the executives of the Furukawa Corporation on how 
the solar power plant came to be an alternative source 
of energy especially after the destruction of major 
QXFOHDU� SRZHU� SODQWV��7KH\� DOVR�KDG� WKH� FKDQFH� WR�
PHHW�0U��1DNDVDNL��2LVR�0D\RU��DV�ZHOO�

While visiting the Kentyo-ji temple and the 
Tsurugaoka-hachiman Shrine, the students had an 
interactive session on the history of the temple and 
basic differences between the type of Buddhism 
IROORZHG�LQ�%KXWDQ�DQG�WKH�RQH�IROORZHG�LQ�-DSDQ��
Students also had an evening of interactions with 
the distinguished faculty of SEISA University at the 
Yokohama campus, where RTC students delivered a 
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�³(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�%KXWDQ´�

The students visited the Panasonic Digital Network Museum 
�5L�6X�3LD��DW�2GDLED�GXULQJ�WKH�WULS��7KH�VWXGHQWV�DOVR�KDG�
the chance to interact with SEISA High School students, 
ZKHUH�WKH�JURXS�GHOLYHUHG�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RQ�%KXWDQ�

The RTC-SEISA MoU was signed in 2010, and since then, 
RTC students have had the opportunity to visit and learn 
DERXW�-DSDQ�HYHU\�\HDU��57&�KRSHV�WKDW�WKH�H[SRVXUH�JDLQHG�
will help the students to gain a better understanding of Japan 
and build a strong institutional partnership between the 
WZR�LQVWLWXWLRQV��7KH�H[FKDQJH�SURJUDPPH�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�D�
platform for Bhutanese students to interact with international 
VWXGHQWV� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� VWXGHQW� OLIH� LQ� D� IRUHLJQ� FRXQWU\��
So far, 52 RTC students have visited Japan and 29 SEISA 
VWXGHQWV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�57&�

RTC will also be hosting 12 students and a faculty member 
of SEISA this March, 2016, as a part of the exchange 
programme and in commemorating the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and 
the Kingdom of Bhutan�



THE RUB CONNECTION SPRING 201630

STUDENT

As part of the “CNR’s Silver Jubilee Celebration”, singing competition was held in the college coinciding with 
WKH�&RURQDWLRQ�'D\� RI� WKH�)RXUWK�'UXN�*\DOSR�� ,W�ZDV� RUJDQL]HG� E\�/KDE�7VKHULQJ� �6'�� �WK�%DWFK��� XQGHU� WKH�
VWHZDUGVKLS�RI�0U��7DQGLQ�*\HOWVKHQ��/HFWXUHU���

There were a total of eight singers who composed their own lyrics 
DQG�WXQHV��&15�OHFWXUHUV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�RI�/REHVD�0LGGOH�6HFRQGDU\�
6FKRRO�MXGJHG�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

     Winners;

� First: Chimi Dorji and Yeshi Choden (ECS)

�� 6HFRQG�� .LQ]DQJ� 7KLQOH\� DQG� *D\OH\� 1DPJD\� �$*�� �WK�
Cohort)

��7KLUG��7VKHULQJ�:DQJFKXN��(&6�

7KH� HYHQW� HQYLVLRQV� WRZDUG� FXOPLQDWLQJ� LQWR� D�PXVLF� GHGLFDWHG� WR� WKH� ��� \HDUV� RI� FROOHJH¶V� HVWDEOLVKPHQW��7KH�
ZLQQLQJ�VRQJ�ZLOO�EH�VHW�DV�WKH�³&ROOHJH�7KHPH�6RQJ´��

&15·V�6LOYHU�-XELOHH�&HOHEUDWLRQ

The Democracy Club at Sherubtse College conducted the 
election for FINA (Forum for International and National 
Awareness) Executives on 9th�$SULO������

7KHUH� ZHUH� VHYHQ� FDQGLGDWHV� IRU� WKH� HOHFWLRQ�� 0U�� &KDQJD�
'DZD�IURP�%6F��(96��0U��3HPD�-DPWVKR�IURP�%�$�']R�+LV�
DQG�0V��7KLQOH\�=DQJPR�IURP�%�$�']R�(QJ�FRQWHVWHG�IRU�WKH�
),1$�3UHVLGHQW�VKLS��7KH�FRQWHVWDQWV�IRU� WKH�),1$�6HFUHWDU\�
ZHUH�� 0U�� 1JDZDQJ� 7HQ]LQ� IURP� %�$� ']R�(QJ�� 0U�� 8J\HQ�
:DQJFKXN� IURP� %�$� (FR�*HR�� 0V�� 3KXQWVKR� &KRGHQ� IURP�
%�$� 3RO�6RF� DQG� 0V�� 5LQFKHQ� .HO]DQJ�:DQJPR� IURP� %�$�

�),1$�(OHFWLRQ

(FR�336�

In order to promote gender equality, 
each slot was allocated separately 
IRU�WKH�PDQ�DQG�ZRPDQ��7KH�ZLQQHU�
of the election would serve as the 
President or Secretary, and the 
runners up; either man or woman 
would be elected as the Vice-
3UHVLGHQW�RU�9LFH�6HFUHWDU\�

³7KH� HOHFWLRQ� RI¿FH� DW� 7UDVKLJDQJ�
helped us with providing electronic 
PDFKLQH�IRU�WKLV�HOHFWLRQ��7KH�YRWLQJ�

was kept open and the eligible 
voters had the option to vote through 
Mobile SMS,” said the Democracy 
FOXE�&RRUGLQDWRU�

A total of 1529 students voted 
including Faculties and Staff, out 
of which 53 were voted through 
0RELOH�606�

0U��3HPD�-DPWVKR�ZRQ�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�
for President-ship with 1104 EVM 
DQG����606�YRWHV�IROORZHG�E\�0V��
Thinley Zangmo for the post of 

Vice-President with 172 EVN and 
���606�YRWHV�

)RU�WKH�SRVW�RI�PDOH�6HFUHWDU\��0U��
Ngawang Tenzin won with 627 
EVM and 6 SMS votes followed by 
0V��5LQFKHQ�.HO]DQJ�:DQJPR� IRU�
the post of female Secretary with 
����(90�DQG���606�YRWHV�

“The election was scheduled on a 
holiday to ensure the regular classes 
were not disturbed,” said the Staff 
0RGHUDWRU�RI�WKH�&OXE�
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The Staff Moderator and the Coordinator of the Democracy Club are thankful to the college management and Election 
2I¿FH��7UDVKLJDQJ�']RQJNKDJ��IRU�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�
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Two teams of students, representing both Royal Thimphu College 
and Bhutan, have won 2nd place and 4th place in the regional 
Mekong Business Challenge held in Cambodia on Saturday, 
0DUFK����������

The Mekong Challenge is a “business model” contest, with over 
100 teams from South-East Asia competing (Thailand, Cambodia, 
9LHW�1DP��/DR��&KLQD�� DQG�%KXWDQ� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� WKLV� \HDU���
This is greatly different from the traditional “business idea” or 
³EXVLQHVV� SODQ´� W\SH� RI� FRQWHVW�� 7KH� ³EXVLQHVV� PRGHO´� FRQWHVW�
requires each competing team not only to develop an idea or plan, 
EXW�DOVR�UHTXLUHV�YHU\�H[WHQVLYH�¿HOG�ZRUN�WR�WDON�ZLWK�SRWHQWLDO�
FXVWRPHUV�� VXSSOLHUV�� ¿QDQFLQJ� VRXUFHV�� SRWHQWLDO� FRPSHWLWRUV��
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��HWF����7KLV�ZRUN�ZDV�GLOLJHQWO\�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
E\�WKH�57&�WHDPV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�DIWHU�WKH\�ZHUH�FRQ¿UPHG�IRU�URXQG�WZR�RI�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��(DFK�WHDP�
FRQWLQXRXVO\�UHYLVHG�WKHLU�LQLWLDO�SODQV�DQG�DVVXPSWLRQV�DV�WKH\�JDLQHG�PRUH�LQVLJKW�DQG�GDWD�IURP�WKHVH�VRXUFHV��,Q�
this way, the process mirrored that of a real entrepreneur, who is continuously learning from, and adapting to, new 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�PDUNHW�

5HPDUNDEO\�� WZR� RI� 57&¶V� LQLWLDO� WKUHH� WHDPV� ZRQ� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� URXQG� RI� WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ� LQ� 1RYHPEHU�� %KXWDQ�
,QWHUORFNLQJ�%ULFNV��DQG�0HQMRQJ�3DVWD��2QO\���� WHDPV�RXW�RI�RYHU����� LQ� WKH� LQLWLDO� URXQG�ZHUH�FKRVHQ� IRU� WKH�
VHFRQG�URXQG��KHOG�LQ�3KQRP�3KHQQ��&DPERGLD�

The Bhutan Interlocking Bricks team won the Silver Medal (2nd place) along with a smartphone each to the three 
WHDP�PHPEHUV��DQG�DQ�DOO�H[SHQVH�SDLG�WULS�WR�6LQJDSRUH��WR�PHHW�ZLWK�WKH�*RRJOH�RI¿FH��7KH�0HQMRQJ�3DVWD�WHDP�
came in 4th, with the jury particularly impressed by the team’s serving of their actual pasta product – this received 
FRQVLGHUDEOH�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�RULJLQDO�LGHD�

,Q�OLJKW�RI�57&¶V�YHU\�VWURQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH��RI¿FLDOV�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ�&KDOOHQJH�DUH�H[SORULQJ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�57&�
EHLQJ�WKH�KRVW�IRU�QH[W�\HDU¶V�UHJLRQDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

57&�VXFFHVV�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�&KDOOHQJH
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6QDNH�5HVFXHU�DW�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI�1DWXUDO�
5HVRXUFHV
College of Natural Resources has been 
known for the most venomous snakes in 
WKH�FDPSXV��7KHUHIRUH��VQDNHV�DUH�NHSW�WR�
the safest place for species conservation 
DQG�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�VQDNH�ELWHV��7KLV�VHUYLFH�
is extended to the nearby community 
DV�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�6XQLO�6DSNRWD�
Sunil Sapkota a student from Nepal 
WDNLQJ� %�6F�� )RUHVWU\� 1HVWHG� DW� &15�
under the Madenjit Singh scholarship 
catch snakes from the college premises 
and the nearby community under the 

VXSHUYLVLRQ� RI� 'U�� '� %� *XUXQJ�� 6XQLO�
Sapkota gets calls from the students of 
WKH� FROOHJH� ZKHQHYHU� WKH\� VHH� VQDNHV��
Even the community near the college 
VHHNV�KHOS�IRU�WKH�VQDNH�UHVFXHU��+H�KDV�
an experience of 8 years working as a 
volunteer at Chitwon National Park at 
1HSDO��

College and the nearby community are 
EHQH¿WHG� DQG� PDGH� DZDUH� RI� VQDNHV�
and the snake bites, with the immediate 
UHVFXH�RI�VQDNHV�DQG�VDYLQJ�KXPDQ�OLIH��

0HGDOV�)RU�-1(&�.DUDWH�
7HDP

JNEC karate team bagged a total of 7 medals and a 
EHVW�¿JKWHU� WURSK\� LQ� WKH�.DUDWH�7RXUQDPHQW�KHOG� LQ�
7KLPSKX�DW�1D[KRHQ�3HOUL�+DOO�IURP��WK��WK�PD\�������
The international level tournament was organized by 
%KXWDQ�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0DUWLDO�$UWV�

A total of 158 participants participated in Kata 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� DQG� ¿JKWLQJ�� -1(&� WHDP�ZRQ� �� JROG�
PHGDOV����VLOYHU����EURQ]H�DQG�D�EHVW�¿JKWHU�WURSK\��,Q�
the individual Kata demonstration, JNEC team bagged 
RQH�VLOYHU�DQG�D�EURQ]H�PHGDO��,Q�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�FDWHJRU\�
WKH� WHDP� EDJJHG� WKH� EHVW� ¿JKWHU� WURSK\�� RQH� VLOYHU�
DQG� D� EURQ]H� PHGDO�� ,Q� DQRWKHU� FDWHJRU\� RI� .DUDWH�
demonstration JNEC team were crowned champions 
with three gold medals.

STUDENT

&KDLUPDQ�RI�1DWLRQDO�
&RXQFLO�YLVLWV�6KHUXEWVH

The Chairman of National Council, accompanied by 
seven members of National Council visited Sherubtse 
&ROOHJH�RQ�0DUFK�����������7KH�PHPEHUV�RI�1DWLRQDO�
Council talked about the new enactment of laws, 
WRXULVP�� VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�HWF�� WR� WKH� VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWDII�
RI�6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH��³7KH�PDLQ�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKH�YLVLW�LV�
to make awareness of the new laws, so that the students 
can pass the same messages to the villagers,” said His 
([FHOOHQF\�

The talked ended with a questions answer 
session.
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On March 10, 2016 the Hon’ble Minister for Labour 
and Human Resource, Lyonpo Ngeema Sangay 
7VKHPSR�YLVLWHG�6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH��+LV�([FHOOHQF\�
talked about the importance of sharing information 
with the people of Bhutan on what is happening 
LQ� WKH� SDUOLDPHQW�� ³�:KDWHYHU� ZH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKH�
parliament through question answer session may not 
be enough to understand through live telecast,” said 
WKH�/\RQSR�

He also talked about the challenges that the new 
JRYHUQPHQW� LV� IDFLQJ� LQ� SRYHUW\� UHGXFWLRQ�� 7KH�
poverty rate is still 12 percent and the government 
LV�ZRUNLQJ�FORVHO\�ZLWK�*URVV�1DWLRQDO�+DSSLQHVV��*1+��&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV��+LV�([FHOOHQF\�
HPSKDVL]HG�QRW�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV��³�:H�WDNH�ORDQ�RQO\�LI�ZH�FDQ�UHSD\�EDFN�´�VDLG�+LV�
([FHOOHQF\�

7KH�0LQLVWHU�RI�/DERXU�DQG�+XPDQ�5HVRXUFH�YLVLWV�
6KHUXEWVH�&ROOHJH�

PEOPLE

The Lyonpo also talked about issuing Indian Currency 
(IC), initially up to Rs 50,000 to the Bhutanese people 
ZKR� DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� WR� JR� IRU� SLOJULPDJH� LQ� ,QGLD�� 7KH�
government has opened three counters in Phuntsholing 
DQG�RQH�LQ�*HOHSKX��:LWK�WKLV��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�H[SHFWV�
that the business people and the Bhutanese people who 
JR�RQ�D�SLOJULPDJH�ZLOO�EH�KHOSHG�

His Excellency is concerned about the youth 
unemployment issues, and is hopeful to achieve 
���� SHUFHQW� HPSOR\PHQW�� 3HUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH� \RXWK�
unemployment issues, the government has initiated nine 
technical training education institutes and the government 
is projecting 1500 technical training institutes in the 
FRXQWU\��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�DOORFDWHG�D�VHSDUDWH�EXGJHW�
to train job seekers, internship program, and partner with 
&RRSHUDWH�DQG�3ULYDWH�VHFWRUV�SURJUDP��+RQ¶EOH�0LQLVWHU�
also  mentioned that the government has sent several 
\RXWK�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�EHDXWLFLDQV��KDLUGUHVVHUV�
HWF��WR�,QGLD��%KXWDQHVH�FLWL]HQV�DUH�DOVR�VHQW�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�
in various countries like India, Thailand, and European 
FRXQWULHV��0RUHRYHU��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�
WKH�2YHUVHDV�$JHQF\�WR�VHQG�MRE�VHHNHUV�DEURDG��,Q�WKDW�
way, the government is expecting to acquire skills and 
exposure from other countries, which will help them 
EH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG�RU�VWDUW�EXVLQHVVHV��RU�RQ�WKH�MRE��7KH�
ministry is also working on the issue of an increasing 
QXPEHU�RI�XQHPSOR\HG�ZRPHQ�

The government has formed an organization called 

Business Opportunity and Information Center (BOIC), 
providing loans to youth to start up small cottage 
LQGXVWULHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG�

The talked ended with a slide presentation and questions 
DQVZHU�VHVVLRQ�

)LOP�'LUHFWRU�7VKHULQJ�
*\HOWVKHQ�DW�&/&6

On 5th March 2016, 
RQH�RI�WKH�SRSXODU�¿OP�
GLUHFWRUV�0U��7VKHULQJ�
Gyeltshen visited the 
¿QDO� \HDU� VWXGHQWV�
RI� %�$� LQ� %KXWDQHVH�
Himalayan Studies 
of the College of 
Language and Culture 
6WXGLHV� �&/&6��� +H�
WDONHG�DERXW�KRZ�¿OP�

production contributes to the cultural preservation and 
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH�%KXWDQHVH�¿OP�LQGXVWU\�

7KH� WDON� EHJDQ� ZLWK� KLV� SHUVRQDO� MRXUQH\� LQ� WKH� ¿OP�
LQGXVWU\��+H� VDLG�� ³:KHQ� ,�ZDV� OLWWOH�� ,� VDZ�ZKDW�P\�
GUHDP�DQG�DVSLUDWLRQ�ZDV�´�+H�DGGHG�WKDW�KLV�SURIHVVLRQ�
is a passion driven profession and he worked really hard 
WR�KDYH�UHDFKHG�DW�WKLV�VWDJH�RI�KLV�FDUHHU��+H�DOVR�VDLG�
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WKDW�DW�¿UVW��KH�ZRUNHG�DV�D�MRXUQDOLVW�
at Kuensel and gradually he got  
LQYROYHG� LQ� ¿OP� SURGXFWLRQ�� ³,�
pushed myself to where my dream 
ZDV�«�>DOWKRXJK@�P\�SDUHQWV�GUHDP�
IRU� PH� WR� EHFRPH� D� GRFWRU�� 2I� DOO�
other good opportunities I got, I 
just focused on my own dreams and 
WXUQLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�UHDOLWLHV�´�+H�VDLG�
ZLWK�D�VPLOLQJ�IDFH�

Director Tshering Gyeltshen also 
added that he always focused on the 
cultural aspects of the country when 
KH�PDNHV� DQ\� ¿OP��+H� VDLG�� ³,� GR�

not and cannot even think of making 
¿OPV� ZKLFK� GLVUXSWV� WKH� FXOWXUDO�
KHULWDJH�RI�%KXWDQ�´�+H�DOVR�DGGHG�
that he has very high expectations in 
the future from his movies and that 
KH�FDQ�EH�D�UROH�PRGHO�LQ�%KXWDQ�

1HWHQ� 'RUML�� D� %+6� µ'¶� ¿QDO� \HDU�
student shared his concern of 
%KXWDQHVH� ¿OP� LQGXVWU\� PD\EH�
deteriorating the rich culture and 
tradition of Bhutan as western 
dressings and hairstyles is 
SUHYDOHQW� LQ� WKH� ¿OP�� 7KH� ¿OP�
director responded that it is true 

EXW� JHQHUDOO\� LQ� ¿OP� SURGXFWLRQ�
³$UWLVWLF� )UHHGRP´� RI� WKH� ¿OP�
PDNHUV�LV��UHVSHFWHG��+H�DGGHG�WKDW�
this trend is becoming so inevitable 
in Bhutan that even the board is 
XQDEOH�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKHVH��

He said, “making a rich cultural 
¿OP� UHTXLUHV� ORWV� RI� PDQSRZHU�
and primitive resources which is 
VR� GLI¿FXOW� WR� ¿QG� WKHP� QRZ�´� +H�
concluded that they are hoping for 
support from the Government to 
SURPRWH� FXOWXUH� EDVHG� ¿OPV� LQ� WKH�
FRXQWU\��

57&�VWXGHQWV�DW�:KHDWRQ�&ROOHJH��86$
As a part of the academic partnership 
between the Royal Thimphu College 
(RTC) and Wheaton College of 
Massachusetts, USA, a group of 
5 students and staff from RTC 
visited Wheaton College from 5th – 
21st� )HEUXDU\� ������ � 'XULQJ� WKH�
2-week exchange programme, the 
RTC students lived at the Wheaton 
campus with Wheaton students who 
KDG�SUHYLRXVO\� VWXGLHG� DW�57&��7KH�
group attended various events that 
were happening on campus and also 
took part in many out-of-classroom 
DFWLYLWLHV�� 7KH� VWXGHQWV� DWWHQGHG�
various lectures and seminars to gain 
D� ¿UVW�KDQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH�
W\SLFDO�$PHULFDQ�FROOHJH�H[SHULHQFH��
The group also gave presentations on 
Bhutan and showcased Bhutanese 
cultural items to various schools 
in the area and for the Introduction 
to Anthropology class at Wheaton 
&ROOHJH�

As part of the itinerary, the group also 
made a weekend trip to New York 
City and explored famous cultural, 
KLVWRULFDO�DQG�WRXULVW�VLWHV��7KH�JURXS�
DOVR�YLVLWHG�%RVWRQ�DQG�LWV�HQYLURQV���
As much of the important events of 
the American Revolution took place 
in and around Boston, the group was 

able to walk back into the annals of 
history by following the freedom trail 
which led them to celebrated sites 
such as Paul Revere’s House, Old 
North Church, Faneuil Hall and much 
PRUH���)RU�DOO�57&�SDUWLFLSDQWV��WKLV�
ZDV� WKHLU�¿UVW� YLVLW� WR� WKH�86�DQG� D�
KLJKOLJKW�RI�WKHLU�WLPH�DW�WKH�FROOHJH�

RTC has had a partnership with 
Wheaton College for the past 5 
\HDUV��$V� SDUW� RI� WKH�0HPRUDQGXP�
of Understanding (MoU) signed 
between the two colleges in 2009, 
between 5-12 Wheaton students 
study at RTC each semester and 
earn credits that are recognized by 
:KHDWRQ� &ROOHJH�� 6LQFH� ����� WKHUH�
have been 10 batches comprising a 
total of 83 students who have spent 
a semester at RTC through this 
SDUWQHUVKLS�

The Royal Thimphu College 
and Wheaton College further 
strengthened their partnership in 
March, 2014 with a revised MoU 
that allowed for a two-way exchange 
programme, making it possible for 
WKLV�¿UVW�57&�JURXS�WR�YLVLW�:KHDWRQ�
&ROOHJH�� 7KH� SURJUDPPH� ZLOO�
continue each year with an increased 
QXPEHU�RI�57&�SDUWLFLSDQWV�

RTC currently has formal 
partnership with 9 educational 
institutes around the world and 
the Wheaton-RTC programme has 
EHHQ�WKH�ÀDJVKLS�RI�57&¶V�HIIRUWV�
to provide more international 
learning opportunities for its 
VWXGHQWV�� � 57&� FXUUHQWO\� KDV� ���
international students from 5 
FRXQWULHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
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.LQOH\�� 3K'�� 6HQLRU� /HFWXUHU� UHFHLYHG� KLV� 3RVW�*UDGXDWH�&HUWL¿FDWH� LQ� (GXFDWLRQ�
from Samtse College of Education (SCE), Royal University of Bhutan in 1999, 
0DVWHU�RI�6FLHQWL¿F�6WXGLHV�IURP�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�(QJODQG��$XVWUDOLD�LQ�������DQG�
3K'�LQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�7HFKQRORJ\�IURP�$DOERUJ�8QLYHUVLW\��'HQPDUN�LQ�-DQXDU\�������
6LQFH������XQWLO�WKH�SUHVHQW�KH�KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�/HFWXUHU�DW�6&(��&XUUHQWO\��KH�
LV� WHDFKLQJ� ,QWURGXFWLRQ� WR�5HVHDUFK�0HWKRGV� LQ�(GXFDWLRQ� IRU�%�('�,,�6HFRQGDU\�
6FLHQFH�%��3J'(�&�DQG�7HDFKLQJ�6WUDWHJ\�IRU�%�('�,,�6HFRQGDU\�6FLHQFH�&�DW�6&(��
He is also leading a research group at SCE and have been actively participating in the 
FROOHJH�UHVHDUFK�DFWLYLWLHV�

PERSON IN FOCUS

Sir, congratulations on completing your PhD from 
Aalborg University, Denmark this year, How and 
why did you chose ‘Integration of ITC into the 
teaching- learning processes at the RUB. ‘ as your 
research topic?

Students today are engrossed extraordinarily with 
technology that they are pushing learning into new 
GLPHQVLRQV�� � 7HFKQRORJLFDO� H[SHULHQFH� LV� FDUULHG� LQWR�
the learning space, and this should remind teachers to be 
aware of the learning experiences learners are exposed 
WR� VR� DV� WR� FUHDWH� D� UHOHYDQW� OHDUQLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW�� ,Q�
this 21st century, one cannot escape the penetration 
of technology and its impact on the education, thus 
the Royal Government of Bhutan has made various 
LQLWLDWLYHV�WR�UHPDLQ�DEUHDVW�ZLWK�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�VFHQDULR��
At Samtse College of Education (SCE) since the 
introduction of moodle in 2004 investments were made 
RQ�UHVRXUFH�DQG�KXPDQ�FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ��8QWLO�QRZ�QR�
VWXGLHV�KDG�EHHQ�GRQH�WR�¿QG�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�
development programs and the status of practice on ICT 
XVDJH�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�

I have been an observer and participants of the evolution 
,&7�XVDJH�LQ�6&(�5HDGLQJ�ERRNV�RQ�SHGDJRJ\��UHÀHFWLQJ�
the pedagogic practices at SCE, and interacting with 
FROOHDJXHV� DQG� VFKRODUV� UDLVHG�PDQ\� TXHVWLRQV��:KLOH�
serving as a Head of the Department for Professional 
Studies from 2009 - 11 I was prompted to rethink 
pedagogy for teaching in the 21st� FHQWXU\�� ,W�ZDV� VHHQ�
that the workshops, trainings, professional development 
LQYHVWPHQWV� GLG� QRW� EULQJ� VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH�
SDWWHUQ�RI�XVLQJ�,&7�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�DW�6&(��,�ZDV�FXULRXV�
DQG� GHWHUPLQHG� WR� ¿QG� D� QHZ� VWUDWHJ\� WR� SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�XVDJH�RI�,&7�IRU�WHDFKLQJ��

Thus, I formulated my study topic as Professional 
Development Through Participatory Design: An Attempt 
to Enhance ICT Use in Teaching at the Royal University 
of Bhutan”.

&DQ�\RX�PHQWLRQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI�
your work?

The backdrop of the practice of professional development, 
workshops, and training usually are that:

“The design of professional development being 
dominated by policy considerations, no enabling 
conditions for teachers to collaborate with the wider 
professional community, many short term trainings 
for teachers where they are kept as passive recipients 
of information, and fast paced implementation of the 
LQQRYDWLRQV´��/LWWOH��������S��������

The work I have done negates many of these mistakes, 
but the contribution is not merely to show that they can 
EH�QHJDWHG��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WR�VKRZ�+2:�LW�FDQ�EH�GRQH��
This study has provided both illustrative and descriptive 
accounts of using the future workshop principle with 
the participatory design approach to professional 
GHYHORSPHQW� ZKLOH� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� QHZ� SUDFWLFHV�� 7KH�
¿QGLQJV� IURP� WKLV� VWXG\� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� XVLQJ� WKHVH�
DSSURDFKHV�KDV�EURXJKW�DERXW�SRVLWLYH�UHVXOWV��

7KH�RYHUDOO�¿QGLQJV�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�XVH�RI�DQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�
workshop within the future workshop framework and the 
use of a participatory design approach with scaffolding 
GXULQJ�SLORW�SURMHFWV�HQKDQFH�WKH�XVH�RI�,&7�LQ�WHDFKLQJ��
7KHUHIRUH�� WKH� UHVHDUFK� DSSURDFK� DQG� LWV� ¿QGLQJV�
FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� SURIHVVLRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW� LQ�
JHQHUDO�
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How did you get/apply for the scholarship? What 
were the process to get into the programme?

The PhD study stems from the bigger projected Royal 
University of Bhutan – Aalborg University (RUB – 
AAU) Joint Research Project, supported by Danida 
with an objective for capacity building in research 
at RUB during the transition phase after becoming 
DXWRQRPRXV�� $� WHDP� RI� UHVHDUFKHUV� IURP� $DOERUJ�
University (Pär-Ola Zander and Marianne Georgsen) 
in Denmark and a team of researchers from SCE(four 
members) came together undertaking the research 
project titled “ICT Integration in teaching and 
learning across the curriculum in the Institutions of 
5R\DO� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� %KXWDQ� �,,&�58%�´�� 7KH� 3K'�
SURMHFW�ZDV�QHVWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�JURXS�SURMHFW�

The research department from OVC sent out calls 
for application for Danish-Bhutanese Research 
Partnership to all RUB colleges in the beginning 
RI� ������ 7KH� FRQFHSW� QRWH� UHTXLUHG� SDUWLFLSDQWV� WR�
form a group of four members (PhD student, Project 
Manager, Lead Researcher, and co-researcher) 
DQG� WKHQ� ¿QG� FROODERUDWLQJ� SDUWQHU� IURP� D� 'DQLVK�
8QLYHUVLW\��,W�ZDV�FRPSHWLWLYH��WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ��DQG�
OLWWOH� FRPSOH[�SURFHGXUH�DV� LW�ZDV� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� IRU�
me and my group members from SCE in making an 
DSSOLFDWLRQ� IRU� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� IXQGLQJ��:H� VXEPLWWHG�
the application 1st October 2011 and the results were 
RXW� HQG� RI� 'HFHPEHU�� )RUWXQDWHO\�� P\� JURXS� ZDV�
VXFFHVVIXO� LQ� ¿QGLQJ� FROODERUDWLQJ� SDUWQHUV� IURP�
Aalborg University and also being successful with 
WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ���

Your defended your PhD in Thimphu, Bhutan, 
ZKLFK� LV�D�¿UVW�RI� LWV�NLQG� LQ� WKH�FRXQWU\��EULHÀ\�
describe how it came about and what was the 
experience like? 

The research project itself was conceived with an 
LQWHQW�WR�EXLOG�UHVHDUFK�FDSDFLW\�DW�58%��7KH�IRUPHU�
9LFH�&KDQFHOORU�RI�58%��'DVKR�'U��3HPD�7KLQOH\��
and my supervisors had envisioned that having a 
PhD defense at RUB will enable RUB to originate 
WKH� EDVHV� IRU� KDYLQJ� 3K'� GHJUHH� DW� 58%� FROOHJHV��
Moreover it was considered as one of the key output 
RI�WKH�,,&�58%�SURMHFW��)XUWKHU��$DOERUJ�8QLYHUVLW\�
sought to showcase its PhD defense procedure at 
58%�

I feel great! It has been a double achievement for me, 
as beside presenting and defending my thesis to the 
examiners I also had the opportunity to showcase my work 
to the Vice Chancellor and RUB staff (including some 
colleagues from SCE), representatives from important and 
strategic organizations, my siblings and relatives, and my 
SHUVRQDO�IULHQGV��%HIRUH� WKH�GHIHQVH�,�ZDV�IXOO\�VWUHVVHG�
DQG� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� DQ[LHW\� EXW� DW� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� GHIHQVH� ,�
realized that I have done it, and done it to the level of my 
RZQ�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�WR�DOO�WKDW�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�GXULQJ�WKDW�GD\��,�
NQRZ�LW��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�QRW�GRQH�LW�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKDW��,W�ZDV�
WKH�PRVW�PHPRUDEOH�GD\�RI�P\�OLIH��,�IHHO�YHU\�IRUWXQDWH�WR�
KDYH�KDG�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�

How are you using the research knowledge in the class?

Besides working on my PhD project I had the opportunity 
to attend international conferences and seminars which 
allowed me to interact with international researchers 
DQG� 1RUGLF� UHVHDUFKHUV�� � $OO� 3K'� VWXGHQWV� DW� $DOERUJ�
University are required to earn 30 ECTS (European Credit 
Transfer System), and for this I had to attend a number of 
3K'�FRXUVHV�DQG�RU�VXPPHU�VFKRROV��7KHVH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
enabled me to improve my communication skill (written 
and oral), critical and analytical thinking skill, social 
skills, and most importantly the skill of endurance and 
ZRUNLQJ�IRU�ORQJ�KRXUV��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV��
and experience obtained through the PhD journey enables 
me to perform better in classroom teaching as well as 
RWKHU�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�VXSSRUW�WDVN�DW�WKH�FROOHJH�

What would you advice our aspiring faculty who are 
also thinking of apply for a PhD scholarship?

Making application for a PhD do not happen overnight, 
though the procedure will depend depending on different 
funding agency, however, in general the process gets 
OHQJWK\��7KURXJK�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�\RX�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�
have good communication skills, social and networking 
VNLOOV��DQG�KDYH�WR�EH�SURDFWLYH��7KHUH�LV�QR�JXDUDQWHH�LQ�
being successful with one application, therefore endurance, 
SDWLHQFH�� DQG� FRPPLWPHQW� LV� YHU\� PXFK� QHFHVVDU\�� $�
strong interest and ability in pursuing and conducting 
LQGHSHQGHQW�ZRUN�UHVHDUFK�LV�D�PXVW�DQG�¿QDOO\��JHWWLQJ�D�
good supervisor and identifying the right topic for research 
LV�XWPRVW�LPSRUWDQW�
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DQG�'U��'HNL�*\DPWVR �IRU�KHU�LQVSLUDWLRQ�DQG�PHQWRULQJ��

IW¶V�)HEUXDU\�������7KH�VHWWLQJ�LV�D�VPDOO�FRQIHUHQFH�URRP�
at the College of Language and Culture Studies (CLCS) 
LQ� 7DNWVH�� 7URQJVD�� &HQWUDO� %KXWDQ�� 7ZHOYH� IDFXOW\�
members, all lecturers from a variety of backgrounds 
and disciplines, are standing in small groups at various 
places along the walls, frantically reading strips of paper 
as they engage in a task that appears to involve a great 
deal of talk, negotiation, and placement of strips on a 
ZDOO� FKDUW�� �7KH� URRP� LV� EX]]LQJ�ZLWK� IRFXVHG� HQHUJ\�
DQG�H[FLWHG�ODXJKWHU���,W¶V�D�WLPHG�WDVN�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�
between teaching-centered and learning-centered 
HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�HDFK�JURXS�LQ�WKLV��WKH�¿UVW�&/&6�IDFXOW\�
training cohort on active learning, seems determined 
WR� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKHLU� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� EH� WKH� ¿UVW� WR�
successfully complete the activity!  As I look around the 
room from my perspective as the learning facilitator, I 
am struck, yet again, by the eagerness and sincerity, the 
energy and enthusiasm that my colleagues from CLCS 
bring to this opportunity for professional development 
WUDLQLQJ���,�IHHO�ERWK�KDSS\�DQG�EOHVVHG�

I came to Bhutan from Canada in 2013, and with a 
background in adult education and TESOL, I was 
privileged to teach 2 years at CLCS as a lecturer in 
(QJOLVK�� � ,W�ZDV�GXULQJ� WKLV� WLPH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�DORQJVLGH�
Bhutanese lecturers that I began to sense the practical 
challenges many of my colleagues were facing in 
understanding and creating classroom environments that 
put learning, rather than covering subject content, at the 
FHQWHU�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ���7KH�concept of learning-centered 
education was certainly not new to them; indeed, the 
Wheel of Academic Law (RUB, 2015) clearly mandates 

a learning-centered approach, and the Centre for 
University Learning and Teaching (CULT) has been in 
existence since 2008 to support college educators in 
their shift from a traditional, teacher-centered model 
of education, to a more learner-centered pedagogical 
DSSURDFK�1  However, for lecturers at CLCS who are new 
to teaching, or for those schooled in a more traditional 
monastic approach, translating the concept into practice 
UHTXLUHV� D� GHJUHH� RI� IDPLOLDULW\�� FRQ¿GHQFH� DQG� VNLOO�
EH\RQG� WKHLU� FXUUHQW� FDSDFLW\�� � 6R� LW� ZDV� LQ� UHVSRQVH�
to this situation, as well as in wise recognition of the 
integral connection between teaching skill and learning 
effectiveness, that a forward-thinking administration at 
CLCS embraced the notion of developing a college-wide 
professional development training initiative, entitled 
“Educating for GNH:  

Creating a Learning-Centered Community in the College 
Classroom´�

Launched in February 2016, the training consists 
of a series of practical, experiential and skill-based 
workshops, delivered face-to-face over an intensive four 
GD\�SHULRG��7KH�WUDLQLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�WLHG�WR�WKH�%KXWDQHVH�
context and informed by the research studies and active 
learning framework developed by Gyamtsho and 

1 0D[ZHOO��7����5HLG��-���*\DPWVR��'��	�'RUML��.��������).  Chang-
ing the CULTure of learning and teaching at the Royal Univer-
sity of Bhutan:  Report on the establishment of the Centre for 
University Learning and Teaching (CULT).  Thimphu, Bhutan:  
Royal University of Bhutan.
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Maxwell (2012)2, aims to help college lecturers better 
understand and apply the concept of learning-centered 
teaching in the planning, teaching and assessment 
VWDJHV�RI�WKHLU�FODVVURRP�SUDFWLFH���6LQFH�WUDLQLQJ�DORQH�
has little in the way of “staying” power, the face-to-
face component of the training is complemented with 
personalized, follow-up classroom observation and 
FRDFKLQJ���1RZ�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�P\�MRE��LQGHHG��P\�joy, 
to help facilitate this professional development model 
and to work with a committed group of colleagues who 
are eager to try out active learning strategies in their 
classrooms, who are willing to sit down with me before 
class to plan and talk about the learning outcomes, and 
who beam with joy at the end of a class where students 
were motivated and engaged in learning tasks rather 
WKDQ�OLVWHQLQJ�SDVVLYHO\�WR�OHFWXUH�

Faculty response to a single professional development 
initiative at CLCS has been overwhelmingly positive, 
and therein lies the crux!  Educators know from 
research and from our own experience that “one-shot” 
professional development initiatives have little or no 
sustainable impact on either instructor skills or on the 

2 *\DPWVR��'���	�0D[ZHOO��7�����������3UDFWLFHV�DQG�EDFNJURXQG�
to teaching and learning at the Royal University of Bhutan 
�58%����$�SLORW�VWXG\��International Journal of Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education����������������

ODUJHU� WHDFKLQJ�OHDUQLQJ� FXOWXUH�� � /HDUQLQJ� WR� WHDFK�
well is a developmental and dynamic process; change 
occurs incrementally when teachers are regularly 
exposed to new ideas and information and have ongoing 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� HQJDJH� ZLWK� SHHUV� LQ� VKDUHG� LQTXLU\����
Given this reality, the CLCS faculty training initiative 
KDV� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RQO\� DV� D�¿UVW step in creating a new 
FXOWXUH�RI�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�H[FHOOHQFH�DW�WKH�FROOHJH���
The interest, enthusiasm, and developing competence 
of CLCS lecturers participating in the training and 
coaching initiative is a strong and encouraging indicator 
of how highly they value expertise in teaching, and 
KRZ�FRPPLWWHG�WKH\�DUH� WR� OHDUQLQJ�DQG�LPSURYHPHQW���
Now is the time to build on the success and momentum 
created by the training, and to begin addressing the 
larger question:  how can we, as faculty members of 
CLCS, begin to create a culture that values teaching and 
learning excellence alongside scholarship and research?   
Well, we’re not there yet, but here at CLCS, the journey 
has started, and in the famous words of renowned adult 
educator Myles Horton, “We make the road by walking!” 


