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Introduction

The Royal University of Bhutan (RUB) transitioned to per student capitation funding in 2011.
Since then, the University, in addition to the government scholars, also admitted private fee-
paying students to enhance access to higher education within the country. In the subsequent
years, the University in its efforts to internationalize its college campuses, started admitting
international students in various award and non-award bearing programmes. Besides these
developments, the University in the recent years also introduced Master and PhD programmes

in some of the colleges.

In view of the aforementioned developments, it has become increasingly important for the
University to have a coherent policy framework to guide RUB in setting and administering its
annual tuition fees. Moreover, it is necessary to share clear information of a range of fees to
the University’s prospective students and the general public. Therefore, the Royal University
of Bhutan- Tuition Fee Policy and Guidelines, 2025 is developed by incorporating the existing

rules and guidelines concerning fees applied within the University.

Any amendment to this policy and guidelines will be in accordance with the changing

government policies, rules and regulations.



Chapter 1

Preliminary

1.1 Title

This document shall be known as Royal University of Bhutan (RUB) Tuition Fee Policy
and Guidelines, 2025.

1.2 Scope
The scope of this policy and guidelines is to establish a common framework of administering

fees to students, including those on short term study abroad programmes.

1.3 Interpretation
The final authority for interpretation of the policy and guidelines shall rest with the Academic
Board.

1.4 Purpose
The purpose of this policy and guidelines is to outline the overall principles and basis of
tuition fees and refund policies. It shall also inform about tuition fees to aspiring students and

the general public.

1.5 Effective Date
This policy and guidelines shall come into effect immediately after an Office Order is issued

from the Registry.

1.6 Amendment

No part of this document shall be amended, other than by the University Council (UC), RUB.



Chapter 2

Principles of RUB Tuition Fee for Award Bearing Programmes

The following principles shall apply:

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

As per the Statutes of the RUB, the UC on the recommendation of the Academic Board

(AB) determines the tuition fees;

Unless there are major changes, the AB or the Vice Chancellor as the Chair of AB shall

determine the annual tuition fees;

Major changes shall consist of, but not limited to, change in overall funding and
financing mechanism of the University, or any other change in the government policies

that impact tuition fees;

Tuition fees shall vary based on the level and type of programme as determined in the

norms of the University;

For SAARC member countries students, the tuition fee shall be charged 1.5 times

higher than the domestic students for all;

A certain percentage of tuition fees will increase annually as determined by the AB;

Students shall bear personal responsibility for the tuition fees associated with any
module(s) or programme of study they are enrolled in. Students under government
scholarship will be subject to the same responsibility in case they become ineligible for

government scholarship due to repeat of a semester;

Government scholars who need to repeat modules/semesters shall bear tuition fee on a

pro rata basis at par with private fee-paying students;

Students enrolled in mix mode programmes shall pay tuition fee based on the number

of modules.



210 Private fee paying, Sponsored and International students:

2.10.1 Students on sponsorship will ensure full payment of the fees by their sponsors:

2.10.2 Tuition fees shall be paid on a per semester basis; however, students can opt to pay

for the full academic year or for the entire duration of the programme(s);

2.10.3 National students in or from the second semester shall pay tuition fees within the

dates specified by the College as per RUB Financial Rules and Regulations;

2.10.4 For new intake of national students, the tuition fees shall be paid at the time

of registration;

2.10.5 International students, including SAARC, shall pay tuition fees at the time

of confirmation of admission;

2.10.6 If tuition fees remain unpaid after the announced date, the College reserves the right

to restrict access to facilities and academic transcripts.



Chapter 3
Fee structure for RUB award bearing programme

3.1 The fee structure for an award bearing programme shall be based on the following
norms derived from the Funding and Financing Mechanism for Tertiary Education 2013,

except for PhD Studies:

Table No. 1: Norms for Fee Structure

Programme by level Arts/ Humanities ** Sciencel/ Engineering
Weight Weight

Diploma/ Undergraduate (UG) | 1.0 1.2

PG Cert/PG Diploma 1.375 1.375

Masters/M.Phil Studies 1.5 1.8

PhD Studies 1.625 1625

**Arts & Humanities category includes Business and Education Programmes
Formula for determining tuition fees annually:

3.1.1 For Arts & Humanities (UG) = tuition fee of the preceding year + annual increase
3.1.2 For Science & Engineering (UG) = tuition fee of the preceding year + annual increase
3.1.3 For Science & Engineering (PGD/PGC) = (tuition fee at UG level) *1.375

3.1.4 For Arts & Humanities (PGD/PGC) = (tuition fee at UG level) *1.375

3.1.5 For Arts & Humanities (Masters) = (tuition fee at UG level) *1.5

3.1.6 For Science & Engineering (Masters) = (tuition fee at UG level) *1.5

3.1.7 For Arts and Humanities (PhD) = (tuition fee at UG level) * 1.625

3.1.8 For Science and Engineering (PhD) = (tuition fee at UG level) * 1.625

3.1.9 Tuition Fee for mix mode programmes = pro rata tuition fee of a module in

corresponding full-time programme * number of modules

3.4 For international students (except SAARC Member countries), the tuition fee shall

be 3 times higher than national students at all levels of award bearing programmes.






